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HERE being a Demand for another Im- 

"preſſion of this Impartial Enquiry, ---- to 
the preſent Edition I have Subjoin'd a Letter 
written about eighteen Months ago, to Obviate 
{ome Ohjections made to the following Scheme, in 
the Gentleman's Magazine, and two Letters 
written fence; the firſk containing ſome Remaræs 
on the Graſiers Advocate, and the ſecond on 
Laybourne's Scheme; which *tis hop'd, will meet 
with the ſame ſavourable Acceptance, as the 
other Editions of this Pamphlet have met with, 
from the Publick, 


J. Gee. 
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S every Man has a Right to 
think freely, ſo of Neceſſity 
where the Importance of 
Affairs may require it, every 
Man has an equal Right to communicate 
his Sentiments freely, and without Reſerve 
to the Publick. A Right did I ſay? Nay 
tis a Duty incumbent on every Engliſhman, 
on every well wiſher to his Primer and his 
Country, to Contribute all that in him lies 
to propagate ſuch Deſigns as have a Ten- 
dency to Advance the Glory and Happi- 
neſs of Both, or either. 

With theſe, You will allow me to call 
them, Honeſt and Generous Views, I beg 
leave, Sir, to lay before You the follow- 
ing Remarks on the preſent State of 
Trade; on the Woollen Manufacturies in 

| particular, 
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particular, and what Improvements they 
are capable of receiving from the Care of 
the Legiſlature, 

Few can be inſenſible that the Com- 
plaints of the Decay of Trade, and more 
eſpecially of Our Wollen Manufactories, 
have for ſome time been the common To- 
pies of Converſation, and that theſe 

omplaints are as juſt as popular. Great- 
Britain the Glory of Empire and the 
Envy of Nations has been rival'd, if not 
ſupplanted, in the aforementioned Impor- 
tant Branch of Commerce and Buſineſs. 
M hat has been Obſerved, with Regard to 
the Situation of this Iſland, that if we 
prove faithful to our Selves, Forreigners 
can never hurt or invade Us, is as appli- 
cable to the Woollen Manufactories carri- 
ed on in theſe Kingdoms; were it not for 
che Illicit Exportation of Britiſb and J- 
iſy Wool, it would not be in the power 
of Our Neighbours to prejudice Us in this 
Article of Merchandize and Traffic. The 
Legiſlature juſtly apprehenſive of this, 
have from time to time form'd Laws with 
a View to prevent ſuch Exportations, and 
to dilccurage clandeſtine Traders who 
would enrich them! ves upon the Nins 
of their Country, Yet, notwithſtandin 
this, the Grievance complained of, has 


hitherto ſpread thro* the Land like a 
Raging 


1 
Raging b that knows no Bounds; 


and let me add, that one cannot prove 
more fatal to the Inhabitants of a Nation, 
than the other to its Trade and Commerce. 

The Laws hitherto enacted, have pro- 
ved inſufficient to redreſs thele Grievan- 
ces and Check this Growing Evil, which, 
if not done betimes, muſt Iſſue, mult in- 
evitably Iſſue in the Loſs of our Credit 
and as abroad; in the Loſs of Our 
Trade at home, and the utter deſtruction 
of many Thouſand Families in theſe 
Kingdoms. | 

I am Sorry to ſay that, fince the Pub- 
lication of an Abſtract of the following 
Scheme to prevent the Exportation of 
Wool in 1737, the Woollen Manufacto- 
ries in theſe Kingdoms have been ſurpri- 
Zingly on the Decline. Such as enquire 
into the State of Trade will have many 
Mclancholly Atteſtations of this. In a 
great part of the Weft of England they 
have ſcarce any Remains of their Trade, 
but the Memory that they once had and 
loſt it. *Tis ſo in all other parts of the 


Nation, exceping the North, where they 


make the cheapeſt Commodities. Even 
there the Wages are ſo low, that the In- 
duſtrious Poor can ſcarce earn the neceſſa- 
ries of Life, and thus it muſt continue to 
be whilſt Our Wool continues to be Ex- 


ported. 
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poi The Price of the Wool will not 
on fall in our own Markets, but the 
ages of Manufacturing will be falling 


: 
i 


daily too. But tho? the Wages of our 


8 „ Poor are greatly reduced, they can never 
be brought ſo low as to Enable Us to 


Manufacture as cheaply as France, nor in- 
deed, was it practicable to do it, would it 
be attended with any better Conſequence 
than bringing the Value of Lands from 
£ 100 to ;o, and ſtill lower, till the 
Sinews of our Strength are cut aſunder, 
and we left naked and defencele ſs againſt 
the Common Enemy. -- On the Contrary, 
could we keep our Wool from being Ex- 
ported, We could afford better Wages to 
the Poor, they conſequently could give 
better prices for Proviſions, the Farmers 
better Rents for the Lands, and whatever 
Wages we pay on Goods Manufactured 
for Exportation, it is brought us back in 
Trade, or repaid by Forreigners. 

Let not theſe Reflections be miſtaken, 
as the Offspring of Party, or be imputed 
to the ſame Spirit of wild Zeal in Poli- 
ies, as others diſcover in Religion, al- 


that has led me into this Track of 
Thought, tis Fact, indiſputable Fact I 


appeal 


Rational, an Impartial View of Things 


TY 


appeal to. It will be acknowledged therefore 


by all, but ſuch who, like Milton's Devils 
Viewing our firſt Parents in Paradice, out 
of Envy, Eye Askance the Happineſs of 
their Country with jealous Leer Malign, * 
That 'tis to the Succeſs of Trade we muſt 
owe the Safety and Security of the Na- 
tion. *Tis this that will Multiply the In- 
habitants of a Land and increale its Riches; 
Allowing that our Home Trade would be 
Sufficient, for a while, to ſupport Us 
with the Neceſſaries of Life, yet it would 
of it ſelf be very unequal to Support Our 
Happineſs and Grandeur, or to Anſwer | 
the Demands of Our National Expences. 

The Ruin of the Merchantile part of 
the Nation would ſoon be Succeeded. by 
the Downfall of Princes. ---- And to what 
can we Impute it. but the Low Ebb Trade 
is at, at preſent, that We have ſo many 
Tenements uninhabited, ſo many Farms 
lying waſt, ſo many Lands Uncultivated, 
and ſuch an Abatement in Rents within 
theſe few Years paſt ? and what Adds to 
Our Calamity, is, whilit Trade amongſt 
us pines away, a Neighbouring Rival 
Power Aggrandizes it Selt upon our Ru- 
ins, and improves its formidable Strength 
in exact Proportion to our Decays and 
Declenſions. The preſent King of France 


leems 


* Paradice Loſt, Book, 4. 
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ſzems intent upon Engroſſing a Monopol 
of Trade, as bis Predgcefſor Fer the 9p 
was upon Engroſſing a Monopoly of Em- 
pire. Whilſt this is the Cale; ſhall we Sit 
down unconcerned, as ſo many idle Spec- 
tators, and add Stupidity to Ruin ? 
As the Progreſs of Trade has made us 
Great and Powerful, ſo the Lols of it 
will make us an eaſy Prey to every In- 
vader, a Weak and contemptible People. 
And as the Advantages of Commerce ad- 
yanced Our Forefathers Eſtates, I think I 
may ſay £10 to £1809 per Annum, fo 
the Deſtruction of Our Commerce would, 
in a Courle of Time, reduce them to the 
lame inconſiderable Eſtimate again. In 
proportion to the Encreaſe or Decay of 
Our home Manufactories tor Forreign Ex- 
portations, Lands ever have and ever will 
nave a Vahe | 
In as much then that the Salvation of 
our Conſtitution and Liberties is neceſſaril 
and immediately Connected with the Sal. 
vation of Our Commerce, allow me, Sir, 
to propoſe a Scheme to prevent the Ex- 
portation of Wool, that appears not only 
more plauſible and unexceptionable than 
any one hitherto publiſh'd, hut the only 
One that can etiectually anſwer that pur- 
pole. There is the greateſt Encourage- 
ment to do this, as we live under the 
N Fo Nas | | |  Governmen; 


LS 


Government of a Prince who has always 


approv*d Himſelf Zcalous in preſerving 


the Rights of. his People, and who mea- 
ſures His own Happineis by the Welfare 
and Happineſs of his Sy&yetts. | 
| When the Hardſhips we Labour under 
are properly repreſented, We have no 
Room to doubt of His Majeſty's Fife and 
good Inclinations that all proper Meaſures 
ſhould be concerted in order to remove 
them, ----- And would hope that Stateſ- 
men and Politicians might be induced to 
lend their friendly Athitance. | 

If a Degree of Enthuſiaſm be neceſſary 
to conſtitute great Characters in private 
Life, as my Lord Shaft5bury ſuppoſes, 
tis at leaſt equally ſo with relation to 
publick Happineſs, and methinks, Sir, it 
is a Sacred, a God!lihe Enthuſiaſm to de- 
ipile all Conſiderations, and e at all 
Selfiſh, prejudiced, or party Views, that 
ſtand in Competition with the Love of 
Fame and Our Country. 

It will, perhaps, be ſaid, that the 
Laws now in force againſt the Smuggling 
of Wool are very Strict and Severe. and 
what can be done more? | Anſwer, to 
imagine that the Dread of Pcnal Laws, 
without any further Reitrictions, will be 


Va ſufficient Barrier againſt Smuggling is 


entirely Chimerical and Romauticx. We 
e need 
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need only Appeal to common Facts andob- 


ſervations in order to be Convinced of this. 
There always have, and always will be 
Men of that abandoned Character, who 
would build their own Fortunes upon the 
Mrecks of Honeſty and Deſolations of 
their Country. What will not ſuch Ven- 
ture? Will they not defy all penal Laws, 
and even mock Death and Danger, where 
there is the loweſt Degree of probability 
that the Event will Iſſue in their own pri- 
vate Advantage? How much more will 
this be the Caſe in the Inſtance of Wool, 
where the 8 Profits, reaped b 
Clandeſtine Traders, will more than 
Counterballance any Hazards they Run 
from Seizures and Confiſcations they may 
accidentally Sufter ? 

*Tis Surprizing, almoſt incredible to 
ſuch as are not Verſed in Calculations of 
this kind, what Immenſe Profits accrew 
to the French from the Exportation of 
Britiſh and IJriſo Wool, by the Aſſiſtance 
of which, and by which only, they can 
Manufacture their Own, (poor and 
wretched Stuft as it is ) and be in For- 
reign Markets betore Us. 1 they 
Manufacture but 700,000 Packs in a 
Year, the profits ariſing therefrom, will 
be near Fourteen Millions of Exgliſh 
Money, which, by a prevention of ol 

| Smugghing, 


* 
* 
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Smuooling, we might in a Great mea 
if — „e "Ara to Our RE” 
But before -[ enter upon the Scheme 
ropoſed for the Preyention of Smugg- 
fag. it may not be improper to take a 
Short Abſtraft of ſome of the moſt re- 
markable Laws Enacted by our Anceſtors 
for that Purpoſe. The Number and the 
Nervouſneſs of theſe may Satisfy Us 
what Importance they Apprehended the 
Woollen Trade to be 1 to the Nation. 
King Edward the Third was the firſt 
Prince, from the Conqueſt, that we find 
taking any Notice of Trade, as appears 
by the Parliament held at VMeſiminſter in 
the 11th Year of his Reign, at which 
Time the Exportation of Wool out of 
this Kingdom was prohibited, and for 


the Encouragement of Forreign Cloth- 


workers, &c. to come and fix here, in 
Order to Eſtabliſh a Manufacture in Eng- 
land, the King allowed Money to ſup- 
port them, till they were Ks ang to 
carry it on of themſelves, and it was En- 


acted the Subject ſhould wear no For- 


reign Cloths for the future. From that 
Time to the third Year of Henry the 6th 
Chap. 2. We find very little Notice taken 
as to this matter. In the 87h of Henry the 
6th, Chap. 23. Thrums and Woollen 
Varn may not be Exported, upon forfei- 

cure 


E 


ture of double the Value; and in the 1475 
and 157th of Henry the 8th, ſome other 
Acts paſſed much of the ſame Nature. 
In the 12th of Charles the 2d, Chap. 4. 
a Sublidy was laid upon Woollen Cloths 
of 35. 4d. byBritiſh and 6s. 8d. by Strangers 
upon every Short Woollen Cloth, call'd 
Broad Cloth, Exported, containing in 
Length not above 28 Yards, = in 
Weiglit not above 64 Pounds, white or 
coloured, and ſo in proportion for every 
Cloth of greater Length or Weight, and 
for all other Sorts of Leſſer Cloths, ſo 
many pieces were to be Accounted to the 
Short Eloch as are hereafter Limited and 


Appointed. 


Dor fet and Somerſet Dozens. 

Cardinals, | 

Pinwhites, | 

Straits, ; Seven to beAccoun- 
Statutes, "red for a Short Cloth. 
Stock bridges, | 

Taviſtocks, | 

Devonſhire Dozens. 


e (Five to be Accoun- 
ridgwaters, ted for a Short Cloth. 


Dunſters, 
Ordinary Peniſtons, ? Four to be Accoun- 
C 


Shorting Peniſtons, S ted fora Short Cloth. 


Narrow 


131 
Narrow Tor ſſbire 
Kerſeys, | 
Hampſhire Ordina- | 
ry Kerſeys, Three to be Accoun 


Newberry Whites *red for a Short Clotł, 
and other Kerſeys. 
* Hampſhire 
Kerleys, 
Northern Dorzens, Two to be Accoun- 
Single, ted for a Short Cloth. 
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Northern Dozens, One to be Accoun- 


Double, ted for a Short Cloth, 


; To be Accounted 
N eee 5 two thirds of the 
7 


Short Cloth. 


And all other Wooken Cloths, not any 
tioned, to pay 5-87hs of one penny for e- 
very WEE als thereof, eg 

But by the 117h and 12th of William 
the 3d, wn, © 20, they may be Exported 
Duty free. But this Act was diſanul'd by 
the 67h of Queen Ann, Chap. 8. and e- 
very piece of white Woollen Broad Cloth 
charged five Shillings Duty, and in the 
6thof Ann, Chap. 9. was Repealed in 
the ſame Seffions. 

In the 87h of Elizabeth, Chap. 3. it 


was Enatted that Sheep, Lambs or Rams 


alive Exported, for the firſt Offence, the 
Exporter, his Aiders or Abetters are to 
forfeit 


1 

forfeit all their Goods for ever, and to 
Suffer a Years Impri ſonment, without 
Bail or Mainprize; and then to have his 
Ffr hand cut off, in a Market Town, on 
a> Market day, and be there publickly 
nailed up. 8 

Perſons offending a Second time, are 
to be adjudg'd Felons, and to Suffer 
Death accordingly. 
The Offences to he heard and Determi- 
ned by the Juſtices of Oyer and Terminer 
Goal Delivery, and Juſtices of the Peace. 
In the 12th of Charles the ad, Chap. 
32. and 14th of Charles the ad, Chap. 18. 
in the firſt of William and Mary, Chap. 
32. in the 7th and 8th of Milliam the zd, 
Chap. 28. in thegrh and roth of Milliam 
the zd, Chap. 40. It was Enacted that 
Wool, Sheep, Woolfell, Mortlings, 
Shortlings, Yarn made of Wool, Wool 
Flocks, Fullers Earth, Fulling Clay, or 
Ig Clay may not be Exported, 
nor Packed, nor Loaded upon any Horſes 
what ſoe ver, nor laden on Board any Ship 
with Intent to be Exported, unleſs as here- 
after Excepted, upon forfeiture of the 
ſaid Goods, and 20 Shillings for every 
Sheep, and 3 Shillings for every Pound 
weight of the reſt. All Owners of the 
Ships knowing thereof, are to forfeit their 
' Intereſt therein. | 

And 
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And if they be Aliens, or Natural born 
Subjects not Inhabiting within this King- 
dom, ſuch Ships are forfeited wholly to 
His Majeſty. 

Maſters and Mariners knowing thereof, 
and Aſſiſting therein, are to forfeit all 
their Goods and Chattels, and to Suffer 
three Months Impriſonment. 

The Exporter, beſides other Penalties, 
is diſabled to Require or Recover any 
Debt, &c. 

Owners, Maſters, Mariners diſcovering, 
upen Oath, within three Months after 
knowledge of the Offence, or after their 
Return to Great-Britain, the Number, 
Quantity, and Quality of the Goods Ex- 

rted, & c. are to be diſcharged of all 
Has, and to have the Benefit off an 
Informer's Part. 

The Exportation of Wool is declared a 
Common and publick Nuiſance. 

Offences may be tried and determined 
at the Chantal, Quarter Seſſions in the 
County where Committed, or where the 
Oftender ſhall be Apprehended, or the 
Goods or Ships taken. 


Offences mult be proſecuted within three 
Years. 

Wool, Sheep, Woolfells, Mortlings, 
Shortlings, Yarn made of Wool, Wool- 


flocks, Fullers Earth, Fullers Clay, or 
Tobaccopipe Clay, duch 
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Such Goods Shipped or found on the 
Shore at, or near the Sea, or any Navi- 
gable River, or Packed, or Loaded, or 
any Horſe, &c. with an Intent to be Ex- 
pun may be ſeized by any Perſon 

jt ſuch Perſon may not # Evidence a- 
gainſt the Offender. 

That the Owners of Wool; ſhorn or 
lodg'd, within 10 Miles of the Sea-ſide, 
in the Counties of Kent and Suſſex, muſt; 
within three days after Sheering, give an 
exact Account, in Writing, of the Num- 
ber of Fleeces and where lodged, to the 
Officer of the next Port. The like No- 
tice mult be given before Removal, ex- 

reſſing the Number of Fleeces and 
Weigl, the Name and place of A bode 
of the Buyer, and the Place where it is 
intended to be carried, and a Certificate 
taken from the Officer who firſt Entered it, 
upon Forfeiture of the Goods and three 
Shillings for every Pound weight; ſuch 
Certificates muſt Specify the Names of 
the Owners and Buyers, and be limited 
to ſuch Limes and Places to be Removed. 

That Perſons reſiding within hftcen 
Miles of the Sea, in the Counties of Kent 
and Syſſex,may not buy Wool before they 
have entered into a "at with Sureties, 


that all the Wool they buy, ſhall not be 


Sold by them to. any Perſons within 15 
Miles of the Sca. { 
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If any be found carrying of Wool to- 


[ wards the Sea- ſide in the aforeſaid Counties, 
2 unleſs Entered and Security be firſt given, 
it is forfeited and three Shillings for every 


Pound weight. | 
If any remove Wool from the place 
where it was firſt lodged after Shearing, 


within 10 Miles of the Sea, it may not 


be Ho. after the firſt Removal, with- 
in 15 
Counties, upon Forfeiture thereof, if found, 


iles of the Sea, in the aforeſaid 


or of three Shillings for every Pound 


weight by the Owners, if carried away. 


Wool laid or hid within 15 Miles of 


the Sea, and not Entered, is forfeited. 


The Claimers of ſuch Wool ſo ſeized, 
as forfeited, muſt give ſufficient Security 
in the Court of Exchequer, to pay treble 
Coſt, if caſt, over ad above the Penal- 
ties and Forfeitures. 

One third part of all the aforeſaid For- 
feitures and Penalties is to be for the Uſe 
of the King, the other 2- zds to the Ule 

of the Seizer or Suer. 

Woel carried Coaſtwiſe, deſigne\] to 

be carried to any place on the Sea Coaſt, 
from whence it may be Exported, mutt, 
before loaded or carried within tive Miles 

of the Place, be entered at the Port 
from whence it is to be Conveyed, men- 
tioning the exact Weight, Marks and 
B N umber 3 
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Numbers upon forfeiture thereof, with 
the Horſes, &c. and Perſons concerned 
in Carrying, Driving, &c. are liable to 
the Forfeitures inflicted on the Exportati- 
on; but not to hinder the Conveyance of 
Wool from the place of Sheering to the 
Proprietor's Dwelling-houſe, tho within 
five Miles or leſs of the Sea, provided 
that within ten days after the Sheering, 
and before the Removal or Diſpoſal, he 
certihes under his hand, to the Officers 
of the next Port the Number of Fleeces, 
and where lodged, and does not remove, 
or diſpoſe thereof, without certifying his 
Intention, at leaſt, three days before Re- 
moval. | 7 

Such Certificates are to be kept and re- 
giſter'd by the Officers, and a Regiſter of 
all Wool ſent Coaſtwiſe, with the parti- 
cular Weights and Numbers, the Ship, 
Maſters, and Owners Names, and to whom 
Conſigned, muſt be kept at the Cuſtom- 
houſe in London; Wool, Woolfells, Mort- 
lings, Shortlings, Yarn made of Wool, 
Woolflocks, Fullers Earth, Fulling 


. 


Clay, and Tobaccopipe Clay. 

The Cockets for the Carriage thereof 
Coaſtwiſe, muſt be written upon Paper, 
and not Parchment, expreſſing the exact 
Weights, Marks, and Numbers, and be 
Signed by, at leaſt, three of the Chief 

Officers, 


_ then 
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Officers, in whoſe Preſence they ate to be 
weighed, 5th of George the firſt, Chap.11. 
The Return, or Certificate of landing 
the Wool mult be written upon Paper, not 
Parchment, the Quantity not Obliterated, 
or Interlin'd, and muſt expreſs the ex- 
act Weights, Marks and Numbers, and 
be Signed by, at leaſt, three of the Chief 
Officers, in whoſe Preſence it muſt be 
weighed. | 
11 Officers not performing their Du- 
ties, are to be deemed Aiders and Abet- 
ters of the Tranſportation, and to be liable 
to all Penalties accordingly. 

Wool, Woolfells, Mortlings, Shortlings, 
Yarn made of Wool, Woolflocks, Fullers 
Earth,Fulling Clay, or Tobaccopipe Clay. 

Packs, Sacks, as, or Casks of tuch 
Goods may not be Loaded upon any 
Horſe, &c. nor carried by Land within 
this Kingdom, hut in the Day time, and 
at ſeaſonable Hours; that is to ſay, from 
t of March to the 29th of Septem- 


. ber, between four in the Morning and 


5 75 in the Evening, and after the 297% 
of September to the 1/7 of March, between 
ſeven in the Morning and five in the 


Evening, upon forfeiture thereof, or the 
Value. 


Such Goods may not be Loaded upon 
any Horſe, &c. or Carried by Land with- 
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in five Miles of the Sea Coaſt, but be- 
tween Sun riſing and Sun ſetting, upon 
forfeiture thereof, and the Horſes, &c. 

If any of the ſaid Goods be Exported 
beyond the Seas, the Penalty is forfeiture 
of Ship and Goods, and treble the Value, 
with treble Coſt of Suit; any Perſon 
aſſiſting in the Exportation, are to Suffer 
three Years Impriſonment, without Bail 
or Mainprize. 

The firſt three Perſons (not being 

Owners) aſſiſting in the Exportation, 
diſcovering their Crime to any Juſtice of 
the Peace, are diſcharged of all Penalties 
and Puniſhments. 
The Inhabitants of the Place out of 
which, or through which, ſuch Goods are 
Carried or Exported, are to forfeit 6 20 
it they be under the Value of 10, but it 
above, treble the Value, and treble Coſts 
of Suit. But the Hundred of 7/inchelſe 
in the Cinque Ports, being divided by a 
Navigable Arm of the Sea, is to bc 
deemed as two diſtinft Hundreds, and the 
Offences committed in one part are not to 
be Chargeable on the A of the 
other. 

Execution for the Informer may be had 
againſt two or more of the Inhabitants; 
and the Juſtices at their General Quarter 
Seſſions may Tax every Town, &c. in the 

Hundred, 


Fd 
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Hundred, as in the Caſe of Robbery. 
The Owner of the Goods, and each of 
his Aſhſtan's, are to anſwer treble the 


Value of the Penalties to the Inhabitants, 
and treble Coſt of Suit; to be recove- 


red by Action, in the Name of the Clerk 
of the Peace. 
Perſons entitled to Penalties and For- 
ſeitures, compounding with any Hundred, 
Port or Place, for leſs than is due by Law, 
any other Perſon may Sue for the whole, 
as if no ſuch Compoſition had been made, 
and the Compounder is to Suffer five 
Years Impri ſonment, without Bail or 
Mainprize. | 

The Admiralty are to appoint one Ship 


of the fifth Rate, and two of the ſixth 


Rate, and four Armed Sloops, to Cruize 
conitantly from off the North Foreland to 
the Ile of Might, with Orders tor ſeizing 
all Veſſels exporting Wool, or carrying 
prohibited Goods, or any ſuſpected Per- 
lons. 

In the 10th and 117h Years of the Reign 
of Hilliam the third, Chap. 10. the Ad- 
miralty are to appoint two Ships of the 
fifth Rate, two of the ſixth, and eight 
Armed Sloops, to Cruize on the Coaſts of 
Great-Britain and Ireland, particularly 
between the North of Ireland and Sof— 


land, with Orders to ſeize all Veſſels, &c. 
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exporting Wool. A Liſt of the Ships 
and Sloops, the Names of the Command- 
ers, and Copies of their Inſtructions, are 
to be ſent to the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms within ten days after given. 
After Seizure the Wool is to be ſecured 
in the King's Warehouſe, and when con- 
demned, muſt, together with the Veſſel, 
be Sold by Inch of Candle, after 21 days 
ublick Notice, 1-4th of the Produce to 
be to the Commander, 1-4th to the Of- 
ficers of the Ship or Sloop, 1-4th to the 
Mariners, and 1-4th to his Majeſty. 
Commanders neglecting their Duties, 
compounding for, or conniving at, the 
Exportation of Wool, are to forfeit all 
their Pay due, to Suffer fix Months Im- 
priſonment, and be rendered incapable of 
any Service in the Navy. | 
Offenders againſt any of the Laws made 
for the preventing of the Exportation of 
Wool may. be prolecuted by Action, &c. 
in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Records 
at Meſtminſter, and thereupon a Capias 
may iſſue in the firſt Procels, ng 
the Sum of the Penalty Sued for, an 
ſuch Offender be obliged to give Bail to 
anſwer the Suit, and alſo at appearance to 
pay the Penalties incurred, or to yield 
their Bodies to Priſon. 
In the 4th of George the 1/7, Chap, 11, 
Oftenders 
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Offenders in Priſon, for want of ſufficient 
Bail, for the unlawful Exportation of 
Wool or Woolfells, not pleading to a 
Declaration, or Information delivered, by 
the ſpace of one Term, Judgement may 
be entered againſt them by Default. 

If Judgement be obtained againſt ſuch 


Offenders, and they do not pay the. Sum 


recovered within three Months, the Court 
may order Tranſportation for ſeven Years 
as for Felon y. 5, 

In the 14th of Charles the ad, Chap. 
18. Yarn made of Wool, and Woolflocks, 
may not be preſſed together with any 
Screws, or other Engines, into any Sack, 
Pack, Bag, Cask, &c. nor carried, nor 
laid at, or near, the Shore or Coaſt of 
the Sea, or any Navigable River, or into 
any Place adjoining, with intent to be 
2 upon forfeiture thereof, or the 
Value. | 

But the aforeſaid Prohibition is not to 
extend to Lamb-Skins ready drefſed and 
prepared for Furrs or Lineings, nor to 

oolfells, or Pelts, or Beds ſtuffed with 
Flocks, or Weather-Sheep alive, or the 
Wool growing thereon, taken on Board 
for the Uſe and Food of the Ship and 
Paſſengers, 

Nor to the Exportation of Unkembed 
Wool out of the Port of Southamptos in- 
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to the following Iflands, and not exceed- 
ing the following reſpective Quantities 
Yearly, Liz. | | 


3 | -:1' Is 6600 Tods, not 
T0 Ferſeyz 4009 exceeding Thirty 


79 1 tW | Pounds each. 
To Gicrnſey, 2000 | V2. * 


— * 


118 82 Packs, when 

To Alderney, 400 Manufackined with 
. . 18 
To Sark, 200 30% Packs. 
Provided the Exporter, before Shipping, 
delivers to the Cuſtomer, Comptroller, 
Surveyor, or -Searcher, a Writing under 
the Seals of the reſpective Governors, 
ſignifying the Perſon, therein Named, is 
authorized to Export the number of Tods 
therein mentioned; and that he has given 
ſutficient Security for the due Landing. 
Governors may not grant Licentes for 
any greater Quantities, upon forfeiture of 
per Tod to his Majeſty. 48 
Such Wool may not be again Trant- 
ported, or attempted to be Tranſported, 
out ot. the ſaid Ifland, upon forfeiture, 
and e per Tod; one half to his Majeſty, 
one fourth to the Informer, and one fourth 
to the Poor, and the Offenders to be ren- 
cored incapavle of any Grant or Warrant 
tor Wool for the future. 

Cuſtomer of Scu¹ẽi] mͥ ton muſt keep A 


true 
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krue account of the Quantities of Wool 


Shipped; and may not permit any greater 
aides thn 0 before fo 
upon forfeiture of Office and one hun- 
Ured Pounds. | 
| Relating to Ireland. | 
In the ½ of William and Mary, wie, 7 
32. the 7th and 8th of William the third, 
Chap. 28. the 10th and 11th of William 
the third, Chap. 10. the 11th and 12th of 
Milliam the zd, Chap. 1 3. it was Enacted 
that Wool, Woolfells, Mortlings, Short- 
lings, Woolflocks, Worſted, Bay or 
Woollen Yarn, Cloth, Serges, or any 
other Drapery made of or mixed wich 
Wool, or Woolflocks, and manufactur'd 
in Jeland, may not be Exported out of 
Ireland, unleſs they be Shipped in the 
Ports of Cort, Drogheda, Dublin, Kin- 
fale, New Roſs, Waterford, and Yonr- 
hall; in Ireland, and with intent ro be 
Imported into the Ports of Barnſt able, 


HBidiſord, Bridgwater, Priſtel, Cheſter, 


Liver pool, Milford- Haven, and Mie head, 
in England and Wales; and ſo as Notice 
be firſt given to the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms, or to the Cuſtomer or Collector 
of the Port into which they are intended 
to be brought, of the Quanticy, (Quality, 
and Package; with the Marks and Num- 
bers, the Name of the Shi p and Maſter, 


and 
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and the Port of Importation, and Bond be 


entered into with one or more ſufficient 
Sureties, in treble the Value of the 
Goods, that they ſhall be Landed accord- 
ingly; and a Licence be alſo granted un- 
der the Hands of the Commiſſioners, or 
any. three of them, or by the Cuftomer, 
or the Collector of the Port where Bond 
is given, upon forfeiture of Ship, Goods, 
and five hundred Pounds by every Offen- 
der. | 

Maſters, Mariners, or Others, knowing 
of ſuch Offence, / and aſſiſting therein, 
are to forfeit forty Pounds. 

Actions and Informations may be tried 
in any of his Majeſty's four Courts at 
Dublin. | 
The firſt three Perſons afſiſting, (not 
being Owners ) diſcovering their Offence, 
are diſcharged of all Penalties. 

Acquittals in Jre/and not to bar or de- 
lay Proſecutions in England. 

For every Ship ſailing from Ireland to 
Great-Britain with any of the aforeſaid 
Goods, Bond mult be given before Ship- 
ping to the Chief Officer of the Port, 4 
two ſufficient Perſons in double the Value 
of the Goods, that they ſhall beall brought 
to Great-Britain, and there landed, and 
the Duties paid, upon forfeiture of the 


Ship. 


The 
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Tpbe Penalties and Forfeitures of ſuch 
Bonds may not be granted or aſſigned 
over to any Perſon. | | = 

The Cockets, or Warrants, for carrying 
ſuch Goods from Irelandto Great-Britaing 
muſt be written upon Paper, not Parch- 
ment, and Signed by, at leaſt, three of 
the Chief Officers; with the exact Quanti- 
tities, Qualities, Marks and Numbers 
endorſed thereon. 

The like Endorſement: muſt be upon 
the Warrant for the landing the ſame in 
England, and the Goods muſt be viewed 
and examined by the Surveyor or Land 
Waiter, TEE 

The Certificate of Landing, granted 
for diſcharging the Bond taken in | Sr: 
muſt be written on Paper, and not Parch- 
ment, Signed by, at leaſt, three of the 
Chief Officers; with the exact Quantities, 
Qualities, Weights, and Numbers, en- 
dorſed thereon, and not Obliterated or 
Interlined. 

A Regiſter of all ſuch Goods, with the 
particular Quantities, Qualities, Weights 
and Numbers; the Ship, Maſter's Name, 
Owner's Name, and to whom conſigned, 
N be kept at the Cuſtom-Houſe, Lon- 
don. 

The Commiffioners of the Cuſtoms in 
Leland muſt every fix Months, or within 
thirty 
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thirty days after, tranſmit to the Com- 
miſſioners in England, Duplicates of the 
Bonds taken for the Lading, and a true 
account of all ſuch Goods Exported, 
expreſſing the Quantity, Quality, and 
Weight, by whom, and in what Ship Ex- 
ported, where Conſigned, the Names of 
the Officers certifving the Landing in 
Englund, the Dates of their Certificates, 
where Landed, and the Quantity, Quali- 
ty, Weight, Marks and Numbers, con- 
tained in ſuch Certificates. | 
The Commiſſioners are appointed to 
Execute the ſeveral Acts againſt the Ex- 
portation mane. cc 45 
Except Woolfells, Mortlings, or Short- 
lings, for the Gunners or Boat-Swains 
Stores; and Cloths, Serges, &c. and for 
Apparel or Furniture, by any Mariner 
or Paſlenger, and not exceeding torty 
Shillings in Value for each Perſon. 
As it appears from the aforementioned 
Acts, and many more we might have 
Collected, of what v Conſequence our 
Foretathers look'd upon the flouriſhing 
State of the Woollen Manufactories to be 
to theſe Kingdoms; ſo it likewiſe appears 
how apprehenſive the Legiſlature has been 
of Trelarid's rivalling Us in this important 
article of Bufinels: Nor were theſe 
Apprehenſions, on this Head, wholly un- 
| juſtitiable 


11 

juſtifiable and groundle ſs; Proviſions being 
much cheaper in Jre/and than England, 
the Poor can work for one fourth leſs 
Wages, and get as much Money clear at 
the Year's end as ours. Had they, there- 
fore, been permitted to Trade upon even 
Terms with Us, the cheapneſs of their 
Lands and Living, would have ſenſibly 
Affected us, by giving them a Supertority 
in Commerce. | 35 

But as matters now ſtand, the Exporta- 
tion of Ten Packs of Unmanufactured 
Wool from England or Ircland to any 
foreign Powers, is a greater Detriment to 
Us, a more flagrant Injury to this King- 


dom, than the Manufacturing 200 Packs 


in {rel/and, and the conſequential Expor- 
tation of them could poffibly be. One 
Pack of Britiſh or Iriſh will work up three 
Ordinary, and four of the belt French 
Wool, and therefore every one Pack of 
Ours, which they Manufacture, brings 
tour or hve into the Markets. The pro- 
digious Increale of Goods this occaſions, 
and the reduction of Prices which hereup- 
on muſt enſue, in Conjunction with the 
French manufacturing one half cheaper 
than we do, will fully juſtify the Obſer- 
vations aboye. ---- "That 'tis better for 
Great-Britain to ſuffer 200 Packs of 
Wool to be wrought up in ſrcl/and, and 


BF 
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by them Exported, than to have ten Un- 
manufactured Packs Smuggled into France. 
Be it here likewiſe Obſerved, that the 

French manufacture near one half cheaper 
than we can, and not being able to work 
up their own Wool without a mixture of 
Ours, ſo as to rival Us in our Trade, 
they can afford to' give ten or twelve 
Hundred per Cent Profit for our Wool, 
rather than want it. 

A sãs for Example. 
I buy four Pounds of Britiſb Wool 

at Six-pence per Pound, 2 0 
The Manufacturing may fairly be 
Computed at 35. per Pound, 12 © 


hm 


T buy 3 Pounds of French Wool 
at Six-pence per Pound, 1 6 

The Manufacturing of 4 Pound in 

France,may fairly be Computed, 
upon an Average, at 18d. "i S 

They can afford to pay for one 

Pound of Britih Wool fix 


Shillings and Six-pence, 6 6 
: I4 O 


Or ſuppoſe the French can't manufacture 
for leſs than two thirds of our FR: 
ES oy en 


1 
Then we muſt ſtate it thus. Three 
Pounds of French Wool at Six- 


pence per Pound, i 6 
Manufacturing 4 Pounds in France 

at two Shillings, 8 o 
Then they can afford for one Pound 

of Britiſo Wool, 4 6 

Res 7 


From this Computation *tis apparent 
what Price they can give at France for 
Britiſh and Iriſh Wool, which 'tis appre- 
hended will, in the ſentiments of Smug- 
glers, be a ſtronger Argument for the 
licit Exportation thereof, than all the 
Acts of Parliament, hitherto made, can 
or will be againſt it. 

Before the Flemings in the Netherlands 
led us into the Art of manufacturing our 
Wool, our Britiſp Anceſtors wore Sheep 
Skins, with the Wool on, for their 
Cloathing. But when they became better 
acquainted with the Value of Wool, the 
aforeſaid Hemings, in the beginning of 
the Reign of King Edward the third, 
gave £40 a Pack for it, which was e- 
quivalent to £200 in the preſent day. --- 
Tis to be obſerved indeed, they had then 
a Monopoly of the Woollen Trade, 
which muſt be the reaſon that enabled 
them to purchaſe our Wool at ſuch an 


>. 


cXtr aYagant 


E 
cxtravagant Price. But, even now, when 
our Woollen Manufactories are mimick'd 
throughout ſeveral Nations in Europe, 
the French can afford £78 per Pack for 
Britih and Iriſb Wool, rather than want 
it, and, withall, ſell their Goods in Fo- 
reign Markets _ than we can afford 
to do. In the beforementioned Reign, 
there were 50,000 Packs of Wool of the 
growth of England annually Exported 
to the Flemings, which brought us, at 
£40 per Pack, £2,000,000 Sterling. 


| 
Above one halt of the Lands, I believeT | 
may venture to ſay 3-4ths,which have been ] 
ſince Cultivated, were then rude and ſa- . 
vage Deſerts. --- The Fens in Lincolu- t 
ſhire, the Levels in Yorkſhire, and many J. 
other Parts of the Kingdom which are = 
now drained were then in a great meaſure fi 
overfl owed with Water. Beſides, as the - 
Country is now valtly more populous, * 
there muſt be now vaſt numbers of thoſe v 


fleecy Cattle upon a thouſand Hills, 
where none were reared then, and the 
quantity of our Wool muſt Increaſe in 
Proportion. Since therefore the French 


can afford ſuch Rates for our Wool, no 
wonder they are ſolicitous to get it, and 
we may always take it tor granted, that 
as long as there is an oſſiß 
Succeeding, there will 


ility of their 
e thoſe that will 
| Sell 
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Sell it them, however great the hazard 
of being Detected, or the danger of being 
expoſed to the penal Laws enacted againſt 
them. Let us enquire then a little further 
how far the Running our Wool turns to 
our Prejudice, or how far the total Pre- 
vention thereof would iſſue in our Ad- 
vantage. 
It has been, by Calculation, allowed, 
that Great-Britain and Ireland grow Soo, 
ooo Packs in a Year, by Some nine hun- 
dred Thouſand, and by Others a Million. 
We'll take the Medium betwixt the ſe two 
Extreams and allow that we grow goo, 
o00 Packs in a Year, the French Goo, ooo, 
that is two thirds of the Quantity of Ours. 
If they get from Usevery Year 300,000, it 
will, upon an Average, be more than 
ſufficient to manufacture all theirs, --- Up- 
on this Suppoſition, they manufacture goo, 
ooo, and we but 600,000 Packs in a 
Year. 

But when we attend to the Complaints 
of our Merchants, echocd by the Cries of 


the Poor, and enquire thereupon how the 


French Woollen Manufactories have of 
late Years encreaſed, and Ours declined ; 
we have reaſon to believe that the French 
get above one half, every Year, of the 
UnmanufaQured Britiſh and Jie Wool, 
to the great Impoveriſhmcnt of thele 

: C Kingdoms, 
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Kingdoms, and the proportionable En; 
richment of theirs. it this be the Caſe, 
as I am afraid we have too much reaſon to 
Confels it is, then there will be Occaſion 
for another Calculation. Only, firſt, let 
us premiſe that our Wool, upon an Ave- 
rage, is now manufactured at £20 per 
Pack: This is principally Owing to the 
reduction of Wages, and by our beft 
Wool, which it appropriated to the ma- 
king of fine Goods, wou'd, upon an Ave- 
rage, bring our Manufactories to £40 per 
Pack, it being now uſed in making low 
priced Goods. The French, with the 
Aſſiſtance of our Wool, having engroſſed 
a great part of the Trade of pig riced 
Goods, neceſſitates Us to manufacture 
our beſt Wool into ordinary Goods. 

Then we may calculate thus, agreeable 
to the Scheme hereafter propos'd and 
mentioned. 

Gain to Great-Britain and Tre/and per 
Annum, by preventing the Illicit Ex- 
portation of our Wools, 

By an Advance upon the 
225,000Packs we now manu- 
facture for Exportation, at 
twenty Pound per Pack, 4,500,000 

In manufacturing 450,000 
Packs, at £40 per Pack, 18,000,000 


2255005000 


SEM 4 Mme co; 10. 
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Brought over, 22, 500, ooo 
By Advance of Wool to * 
double the Price, 3537.6z000 


By Exchange of Duties as 


hereafter ſnewn, 1512550 


By home Carriage, Porte- 
rage, Package, Freights, and 
Merchants Profits, at twenty | 
Pound per Cent, $220,000 
— D— 


32, 20, 00 


If the Jrifb grow 300,000 
Packs Yearly, 7 ſpare 
Us 225,000, and will gain 
i Annum, by Advance of 


| | —— 
Which deducted out of the 
above, there Remains; 41,095,000 


— —_ 


From this Eſtimate it will follow, that 
ſuch a Yearly Sum ſaved to the Nation 
is a Subject worthy the attention even of 
the greateſt Monarchs; and we may rea- 
ney hope that the many Remonſtrances 
oftered on this Head by the moſt faithful 
Subjects, by the cooleſt Heads and the 
warmeſt Hearts, cannot fail of engaging 
the Legiſlature's juſt Regard and Notice, 
andthat care will be taken,notonly to make 
Lays relating to this, but likewiſe to put 
| C4 them 
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them duly in Execution. It was Enacted 
in the 9th and 8th of William the third, 
Chap. 28. that the Admiralty are to ap- 
point one Ship of the fifth Rate, and two 
of the ſixth, and four Armed Sloops, to 
Cruize conſtantly from off the North Fore- 
land to the Ile of Wight, with Orders 
for Seizing all Veſſels exporting Wool, 
Sc. and in the 10th and 11th of William 
the third, Chap. 10. the Admiralty are 
to appoint two Ships of the fifth Rate, 
and two of the ſixth,” and eight Armed 
Sloops, to Cruize on the Coaſts of England 
and Ireland, &c. with Orders to Seize 
all Veſſels, 6c. exporting Wool, &c. 
How many of theſe have been employed, 
and what important Services they have 
done, I do not pretend to determine. But 
if all have been Employed, the expence 
of them to the Crown could be no lets 
than £98,000 per Annum, and yet more 

Wool run than ever. 2 
From what has been offered and related, 
tis evident that all the Laws hitherto En- 
acted to prevent the exportation of Wool 
have proved inſufficient and uſeleſs. It 
therefore deſerves our Attention, what 
Scheme is moſt likely to anſwer that ſalu- 
tary and neceffary End; upon which ac- 
count the fo//owing Plan is humbly offe- 
red to Conlideration; If enacted into a 
: IE” Law, 
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Law, *tis apprehended it will have the 
deſired Effect, and render our Woollen 
Manufactories as flouriſhing at Home, as, 
of conſequence, they will be envy'd in 
Foreign Nations. 

*Tis propoſed our Wool ſhould be 
brought under the regulation of an Ex- 
ciſe, and 

That the Duties on Soap, Candles, 
Leather, &c. ſhould be taken off, and a 
Tax upon Wool ſubſtituted in their room. 

When the Duty is taken off the Lea- 
ther, let another be immediately laid on 
all Hides, Skins, or Leather, upon their 
Exportation, at about 20 per Cent. 

hat no Leather ſhall be exported, or 
put on board any Veſſel till the Duty is 
paid, but as hereafter excepted, upon for- 
feiture of all the Goods and treble the 


Value, one half to the Government, the 
other to the Informer. 


That before the Goods are Shipped, 
the Merchant or the Exporter ſhall make 
an Entry at the Cuſtom-Houſe of the 
Quantity, Quality and Value. 

That in order to ſettle the Duty payable 
upon them, they ſhall be Valued, before 
they be Exported, by two of the Princi- 
= Officers and two or three ſubſtantial 
raders in Leather. 

It Underyalued by the Exporter, they 

| C'3 may 
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may take the Goods at the Exporters 
Va uation, paying him 10 per Cent Profit 
upon them. 

That the Goods ſo Seized, becauſe of 
an under Valuation, not to be Exported 
till the Duty is paid a ſecond Time in 
the ſame manner as the firſt; or it that 
be not thought an expedient way, at ſo 
much per Pound weight. 

That the Duty ſhall not extend ta 
Boots, Shoes, Saddles, Bridles, Gloves, 
or any ather Goods made of Leather 
thoroughly manufactured in Great- 
Britain, and from thence Exported. 

Having mentioned this ex paſſant, *tis 
further propoſed, the Wool that Sells for i 
Six- pence to pay a penny Duty, or leſs, 
as the Legiſlature ſhall think proper, that 
Sold for 8 three halt-pence, and ' 
lo in proportion whether the Price be 
more or lets. | 

Tis further propos'd, that an account \ 
ſhall he taken of all the Wool Stock in 


Hand in Great-Britain and Ireland upon l 
the Commencement of ſuch an Act, and 

that a Clauſe ſhall be inſerted, that ſuch Fe 
Stock in Hand ſhall be free from Duty. a: 
This will affiſt us in getting an exact Ac- | _, 
count, and making a juſt Eftimate of the | | 
Quargities of ſuch Wool within his Ma- 14 5 
jetty's Britiſb and 1rif Dominions, But of 


all 
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all Wool ſhorn after the Commencement 


of the Act liable to the payment of Duty. 


As to the manner of collecting the 
Tax, Farmers, &c. are to make ( ſome 
Days before the ſhearing Time) an exact 
Entry at the Excile Office, of the Num- 


ber of their Sheep, and the Kind, or 


ſeveral Kinds, of Wool they bear, and 
in default thereof, ſuch Puniſhment to be 
inflicted as the Government ſhall judge 
Proper. 

Tis likewiſe propoſed, that they ſhall 
acquaint the proper Officer of the Diſtrict 
with the Day, or Days, that they ſhear, 
in order to his giving Attendance. 

That the Officer all accordingly At- 
tend to take an account of the Wool, 
and its Weight, and a ſworn Wool-winder 
be appointed to Wind it up and Weigh it. 

As to the Time for the payment of 
the Duty, *tis propoſed, that when the 
Wool is Sold and Delivered, the Duty 
ſhall be immediately paid upon ſuch Sale 
and Delivery. 

To prevent Frauds upon the Sale of 
any Quantity of Wool, let the Farmer, 
or Graſier, who Sells it, make an Entry 
at the Exciſe Office, in Conjunction with 
the Buyer, of the Quantity Sold, the 
exact Price it was Sold for, and the Name 
of the Perſon who bought it, 
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Thereupon let the Wool ſo Sold and 
Entered be immediately Surveyed by two, 
or more, of the proper Officers there re- 
ſiding, or an Officer and a Wool-winder, 
or more. If the Wool be Sold very low, 
the Officer may take the Wool, paying 
the Farmer, or Graſier, the Price he 
entered it at, and five per Cent to the 
Perſon who bought it. 

The Wool ſo Seized ſhall be liable, 
when it is Sold a ſecond Time, to pay 
Duty in proportion to the Price ”tis fixed 
at in the Entry, and be ſtill ſubject to 
the aforementioned Penalties and Limita- 
tions, | Se 

It any difference ariſe about the Price 
of Wool betwixt the Farmer and Wool 
Buyer, the Farmer ſhall recover no more 
tor his Wool than it was entered at in 
the Exciſe Office. If the Wool Buyer 
has paid more for it than *tis entered at 
in the Excile Office, he has the liberty to 
Sue for the Overplus, and to recover dou- 
ble Coſts. „ 

In conſequence of its Sale being Ad- 
juſted, the following Regulations are 
propos'd. Et 5 

The Perſon that buys it ſhall not be 
allowed to remove it without a Permit 
from the proper Officer of the Diſtrict; 
in cate he doth, the Goods to be forfeited, 
ds * N ö With 

g 
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with an additional Penalty of twenty 


times their Value, or ſuch other Penaltics 
as the wiſdom of the Parliament ſhall 
judge moſt ſuitable and fitting. 
When the Permit is granted for any 
Quantities, the Officer that grants it fall 
be acquainted where *tis to be ſent and, 
according to ſuch Information, immedi- 
ately ſend a Letter of Advice to the Of- 
ficer of that Place, with an account of 
the Quantity and Afortments. | 
The Officer of the Place, Town, Bo- 
rough, Sea-port, &c. where this Wool 
has been ſent to ſhall, vice Verſa, write 
by Poſt to the Officer that ſent him Ad- 
vice, and acquaint him whether the ac- 
count he takes correſponds with the ac- 
count tranſmitted unto him. 
It ſhall be convey'd, after this manner, 
by Permits, and an exchange of Intelli- 
gence, between the Officers of the Place 
tis Sold at, and the Place 'tis ſent to, till 
it comes to the Manufacturer's Hand; 
when *tis lodged there, | 
_ Tis propoſed, that the Manufacturer 
ſhall Sell no unwrought Wool without a 


Permit from the proper Officer of the 


Place he reſides at. 
That the Officer ſhall take a Survey of 


the Stock of Wool the Manufacturer has 


in his Hands before every Sitting, and 
TER 84 . N that 
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that the Manufacturer ſhall _ an c- 
count of all the Wool he manufactures, 
and the ſeveral Perſons *tis dreſſed by, 
and at every Sitting ſhall deliver in his 
Book of Account, and Swear the ſaid 
or is true and authentick. - 
hat no Britih Wool ſhall be ſent 
Coaſtwiſe, or put on Board any Ship or 
Veſſel whatſoever, ( Ferryboats croffing 
Inland Rivers excepted ) upon forfeiture 
of Ship and Cargo, the Owner to forfeit 
105. per Pound weight, and treble Coſts. 
That all Skinners, Fellmongers, &c. ſhall 
be obliged to make an Entry every Week 
at the Exciſe Office, of the Number of 
their Sheep-Skins, Ram-Skins, and Lamb- 
Skins, with the ſeveral ſorts of Wool, 
and a Computation of their reſpective 
Quantities, as near as they can Judge. 
That the proper Officers ſhall attend 
to weigh thoſe Wools, when plucked and 
dried, and charge the Skinner, Fell- 
monger, &c. with that Stock; and if he 
has made any Concealment, upon his be- 
ing detected, he ſhall be liable to forteit 
twenty Pounds for the Value of every 
twenty Shillings Concealment; and pro- 
portionably the ſame in other Inſtances, 
whether the Concealment be more or leſs, 
with treble Coſt, one half of the for- 
feiture to the King, the other to the 
Informer. That 
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That in other Caſes, the Skinners and 
Fellmongers Wool be brought under the 

ſame Regulation with Fleece Wool. 

As to the Jriſ Wool 'tis further 
Propoſed, 

That it ſhall be exported only from 
ſuch Ports in Ireland to ſuch Ports in Eng- 
land only, as the Legiſlature ſhall think 
proper, in order to prevent Fraud and 
Colluſion, and ſhall be put on Board ſuch 
Regiſter'd Ships only as the Government. 
ſhall appoint for that bas ay 


If any other Ship ſhall take it on Board, 
but Fae 4 


as are Station*d, Ship and Cargo 
ſhall be confiſcated, with a Penalty upon 


the Owner of the Wool of twenty times 


the Value, one half to the Government, 


the other to the Informer. 

That the above Scheme extend not only 
to 2 and Jrelaud, but to all 
our adjacent Iſlands, excepting Jerſey, 
2 Alderney, and * 710 
That a Stop be put to the exportation 
of Britiſh or Iriſþ Wool to the afore- 
mentioned Iflands, Ferſey, Guernſey, 
Alderney, and Sark, and all other our 
own Iſlands; and that Jreland, the above 
Specified, and all other our Iflands be al- 
lowed to export their Wool only to Gr ca- 
Britain. | 

It Britiſ Wool be exported to any 

: Of 
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of the aforeſaid Iſlands it muſt always 
prove very 5 to our Commerce z 
it ſeems very ſtrange that we ſhould take 
ſuch care of Ireland, to prevent them 
manufacturing their own Produce, and yet 
ive Licence to Southampton to export 
Britiſh Wool every Year to th6lſe Iſlands, 
as already recited from the Act, and as 

repeated here. | 
| Packs, 


To Ferſey, 4000 Tods, wich is 500 
To Guernſey, 2000 Ditto. is 250 
To Alderncy, 400 Ditto. is 50 
To Sark, 200 Ditto, 1 


The Exportation of theſe 825 Packs will 
be a ſafficient cover for the Southampto- 
neers to Smuggle 10,000 more. 
It will be laid thoſe Iſlands cannot 
manufacture their Wool without Ours. 
But is this a Reaſon why we ſhould prejudice 
our ſelves, or give up our Trade to thoſe 
who are ſuch nigh Neighbours to France, 
and hold conſtant Correſpondence with it, 
whilſt,atthe ſame Time,our ownPoor want 
Work and Bread? Be it ſo that they can- 
not manufacture their Wool without the 
aſſiſtance of Ours; then rather than ſuffer 
our own to be exported, we had better 
buy theirs and manufacture it our Selves. 
Nay, if we not only purchale theirs at a 
| | Market 
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Market Price, but likewiſe in lieu of their 
Privilege of having Yearly 825 Packs of 


our Wool exported among them, we 
grant them an annual Penſionary Allow- 
ance rather in manufactured HW vollen Goods 
than in Speice, to the full Value of thoſe 
825 Packs they are deprived of; 85 if 
we manufacture at home the Packs which, 
by this Scheme, are ſaved from Exporting, 
together with 2475 Packs we fuppoſed 
purchaſed from them: If, I fay, we 
manufacture thoſe at £20 per Pack, we 
get £66,000, and if we deduct from this 
the propoſed Penfronary allowance, vix. 
* 2 
£5000,'we ſtill get £61,000 upon the 


Ballance. Or ſuppoſe they can manufac- 


ture their Wool without the help of Ours 
and will not Sell it us; — Vet if ve 
manuſacture the 825 Packs our ſelves, we 
gain every Year, at '£40 per Pack, 
£33000; if thoſe People can do without 
our Wool, why have they any ſent them ? 
It they cannot, may we not urge that, in 
proportion to their Trade, they preju- 
dice Us as much as France ? not to inſiſt 
any further upon the encouragement 

given by this Act unto Smugglers. 
Having thus far advanced, it may not 
be improper to Subjoin a few thoughts on 
what Methods are proper to be taken for 
the Importation of 1r1ſp Wool. As to 
OL 5 what 
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what they can ſend Us, we may reduce 
the Number of the Ports to two in JTre- 
land, Dublin and Cork, and to two in 
England, Briſtol and Liverpool, which 
will be ſufficient for the Purpoſe. Sixteen 
Ships; with Armed Men, will be enough 
for Carriage, provided each Ship bringe 
1200 Packs, four Ships loading at Dub- 
lin, and four at Cork, and return every 
Month, four at cach Place always ready 
alternately to Succeed the laſt four that 
left it. Each Ship making twelve Voy- 
ages in the Year, which, will bring us 
from Ireland, in that Time; 230, 400 Packs, 
and that, in all probability, will be as 
much as they can annually export Us. 
For the Conveniency of being expedi- 
tious in Shipping the Wool, let four 
Ware -houſes be built at Dublin, as Com- 
modious as maybe, for the lodging the Wool 


till the Ships are ready to receive it, and 
an Officer of the Exciſe appointed for each 


Ware-houſe, to take an account of the 
Wool when it is brought thither and when 
exported to England, who the Goods. arc 
8 on Board of, to what Port they are 

rdained, and to adviie the Officer of 
Exciſc in that Engliſh Port they are Or- 
dained for, of the Quantity and Quality, 
the Mark and Number of the Cargo, the 


Time of Delivery, the Name of the Ship 


and Maſter, Lec 
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Let the Officers of the Cuſtoms for the 
Port of Dublin communicate the very 
ſame Intelligence to the Officers of the 
Cuſtoms in England, to guard againſt all 
miſtake and colluſion. Let the Officer of 
the Exciſe and Cuſtoms, upon the receipt 
of ſuch Goods, vice Perſs, acquaint the 
Officers at Dublin, whether the Accounts 
they take themſelves, and thoſe which are 
tranſmitted to them, correſpond and a- 
ree. In like manner let Ware-houſes be 
Pull and Officers appointed at Cork, in Ire- 
land, for the Delivery, and at Briſto and 
Liverpool, in England, for the Reception of 
Wool. When delivered to the English 
Ware-houſe, then to be conveyed by Per- 
mits, as already mentioned in the Scheme. 
If any Officer be neglective of his 
Duty, ſo that Goods are loſt, or made 
away in a Clandeſtine manner, he muſt 
make Satisfaction to the Owner, forfeit: 
all the remainder of his Subſtance, and be. 
rendered uncapable of ſerving in the Ex- 
ciſe, Cuſtoms, or any other Poſt under 
the Government, beyond the degree of 2 
Common Soldier, for the future, 
Let the Duty paid to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant in Ireland, upon the exportation of 
Wool, be. taken off, and the Sum it now 
advances be paid him out of the Reve- 
nues from the Duties on Wool, and that 


any 
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any Quantity of Wool, tho” but a ſmall 
one, may be Exported without any dit- 
advantage to the Owner. | 

Let the Freights be fixed, as low as 
poſſible, and no Commander to demand 
any more than is ſo fixed by the Statute. 
The Freight to be paid on the delivery of 
the Goods, which, ſuppoling wn bring; 


Us 225,000 Packs of Wool per Annum, 


which muſt be nigh the extent of their 


Product, the Freight, at 25. 6d. per Pack, 
will amount to 225713 5. For encourage- 
ment of the Maſters of the Ships, let them 
be allowed to make what advantage they 
can in back Carriage, provided they do 
not ſtay above two days at Port after 
delivery, of their Cargo. But if any 


Commander of the ſe Ships ſhall land of 


Wool, &c. in any other Port, but theſe 
two, Briſtol] and Liverpool, he is to for- 
feit all his Goods, and be Impriſon'd for 
Life, and ſo of the reſt of the Ship's 
Crew, except ſuch as take the benefit of 
Informers. *_ 

Thus, Sir, have I communicated to 
You my Thoughts on a Scheme that 
would infallibly prevent the Clandeſtine 
running of Wool; and, I think I may 
venture to fay, no other can ever ſo et- 
fectually do it. Having the Wool under 
ſuch a Regulation will be of great Ad- 
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vantage and of very little Expence to the 
Nation. By the exchange of Duties, as 
propoled, we ſhall bring trom Foreigners 
to his Majeſty's Revenue, Yearly, £1, 
125,000 for, thould a Duty be laid upon 
Wool, as there is but one Quarter of the 
growth of Greet-Britainiand Ireland con- 
ſumed at home, three Quarters of the 
{aid Produce will be Exported, which , 
will ſave us three quarters of the Duty, 
as *tis payable by Foreigners, who will 
hardly perceive the Advance, and there- 
fore can be no detriment to the Seller at 
all. | 

It will be ſaid, this muſt obſtruct our 
Trade abroad, and do us Diſſervice rather 
than Kindneſs, ---- So far from it, that if 
the Clandeſtine Runnage of our Wool be 
prevented, as no Foreigners can manu- 
facture to any Advantage without it, we 
may fix our Goods at what Rates we pleaſe, 
and di ſpoſe of them at what ever Rates we 


. think proper to fix them. As an illuſtra- 


tion of this, we may obſerve, when Ships 
lay Quarantecn Wool advanced from 1 55. 
to 30s. which was double the Price it 
takes at preſent. The Spaniſh Wool 
makes only your ſupertine Cloths, and 
therefore can be comparatively of very 
little advantage, as not being at all ac- 
comodated to general Uſe and Service; 

D nothing 
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nothing can be urged from that Head to 
diſcountenance the Scheme we are recom- 
mending; when there is no other Market 
to apply to but Ours, *tis ridiculous to 


Suggeſt that ſuch an advance, as propos'd, 


can cauſe a Stagnation in our Trade, or 
have any ill ace on our Commerce. 

It follows hence, that the Scheme now 
offered is much preferable to an Univerſal 
Regi/try in Charter; --- Allow me to add, 
the Exciſe is managed with the greateſt 
regularity and exactneſs; and as a great 
Revenue will ariſe to his Majeſty from a 


Duty upon Wool, better care will be taken 


by the Government than by any private 
Perſons to prevent its Exportation. As 
to granting an Univerſal Regiſtry in Char- 
ter, I cannot tee the propriety of it at 
all. Who knows but thoſe to whom 
ſuch a Grant ſhould be made may be 
Smugglers themſelves? Or who can de- 
termine how far French Gold may influ- 
ence, when the French can afford ſo large 
a Sum as 1200 per Cent protit for our 
Wool? Nor can a Regiſtry be managed 
without great Expence, but a Duty may 
be managed with more Safety, and a com- 
paratively ſmall Expence. Upon a mode- 
rate Computation, there will be a Nil- 
lion and a halt of Money taved, by a" 
- Excite on Wool, beyond what can be 
propoled 


| appear 


Charter, or even to Sollicit an 
one. 


E 
propoſed by an Univerſal Repiſiry in 


Charter, not to mention that ſuch Num- 
bers acting under a Government, as the 
grant of ſuch a Charter ſuppoſes, may 
one time or another endanger our Liber- 
ties; from theſe Hints, for it would be 
ſuperfluous to add any more, and un- 
neceſſary to expatiate on theſe, it will 

"both highly unreaſonable and ſu- 


ſpicious for any ſet of Men to _ 1 
ask 


J have little more to add at preſcnt, 
but that if this Scheme ſucceeds, with any 
proper Amendments that may be thought 
of, it will wholly incapacitate Foreigners 
from rivalling us in this branch of I rade. 
Eſſential not only to the well being of a 
few private Perſons or Families, but to 
the well being of our Conſtitution. 

When they are debarred from manu— 


facturing their Wool, for want of a 


mixture of Ours, the Demand of our 
Woollen Manufactories from abroad muft 
be greatly Increaſed, the Price of Wool 
will be greatly advanced by the Duty, 
and the Advance upon it, when manu- 
factured, will not be much above two 
and a half per Cent: The Farmer will be 
better enabled to pay his Rent, by the 
advance of Wool to double the Price, and 

D-g conſequently 
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conſequently this muſt be as ſerviceable 
to the Landed Intereſt, as the Trading part 
of the Nation. 

The Scheme may take place without 
multiplying of Officers, Ld thole 
that i ted Soap, &c. may be replaced 
here, The Husbandman and Manufactu— 
rer will be ſo far from murmuring at the 
attendance of Officers, that they mult re- 
joice in a Scheme ſo happily calculated 
to promote their reſpective Intereſts ; Life 
” 7 Vigour will be reſtored to this Branch 
of Trade, which has been in ſo languiſh- 
ing a Condition; Induſtry will be rewar- 
ded and encouraged, and a multitude of 
Poor handſomely Supported, that are 
now overwhelm'd with Indigence and Sor- 
row, and are likewiſe an Oppreſſion to 
their fellow Subjects. Upon the whole, 
it will render us as much Superior to other 
Nations in the encreaſe and growth of 
Trade, as we are in the Conſtitution of 
our Government, and the rich Variety of 
our Bleſſings. If the Legiſlature ſhould 
think proper to give this Scheme the ſancti- 
on of a Law, a ſew Years would abun- 
dantly convince them of its expediency 
and uſcfulneſs. When once our unmanu- 
fictured Wool, that has been Exported, 
iS Wrought up and conſumed, and Fo- 
reigners arc reſtrained from iupplying 

| themſelves 
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themſelves with a freſh Stock, our De- 
mands from Foreign Markets would grow 
upon Us, our Prices advance, our Jrade 
flouriſh, and our Nation fing for Joy. 

I recommend the above to Your Hands, 
and, in conſequence thereof, am aſſured 
of its engaging Your impartial Attention. 
If it further engages Tour Approbation, 
whoſe Integrity is as inflexible as Your 
Judgement is from, and Your Temper 
Calm and Serene, I doubt not but all 
Such as examine it will entertain the 
lame Sentiments of it with Your ſelf, 
and exemplity their Zeal for their Prince 
and their Country, and the humbling of 
France, by having it paſſed into a Law. 
With all the reſpects due to One, who is 
a Patriot out of publick Spiritedneſs, I 


am, 
Your moſt Humble Servant, 


J. Gee. 
Poſ:-Script. 


If we grow in Great-Britain and Jre- 
land 900,000 Packs in a Year, and Value 
em according to the preſent Market, at 
five Pound per Pack, the Duty ariſing, 
3 al. 
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at 24. per Shilling, will be 750,000 
When it advances to o per Pack, the 
Duty, at 'Two-pence per Shilling, 
will be I1,500,00 
Or if the Duty be one penny per Shil- 
ling, it will be 150,000 
Or if at one halt-penny per Shilling, 
it will be 37 5,000 


Should this Calculation be Objetted 
againſt, as running too high, let us put 
the Caſe that there be no Advance upon 
the manufacturing of Wool when its 
Exportation is prevented, but that it 
ſtands as it is at preſent, which is allowed, 
upon an, Average, to be £20 per Pack; 
even upon this Suppolition the Nation 
will get Yearly eighteen Millions and 
upwards, and whether this be not a 
Sum worthy of our Attention is ſub- 


mitted to the Judgment of the Pub- 
lick, 


i R 
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As the encouragement and ſucceſs of 

National Commerce are the Sinews 
of National Proſperity, *tis preſumed the 
preſent State of our Woollen Manufac- 
tories will ſoon engage parliamentary 


Attention. *Tis agreed on all Hands 


that there 1s an abſolute Neceſſity ſome 
further Laws ſhould be Enacted to pre- 
vent the Illicit Exportation of Wool. 
What Scheme will moſt effectually anſwer 
that Purpole, the wiſdom of the Legiſla- 
ture mult determine. But as a well wiſher 
to the welfare of my Country, I beg 
leave to offer ſome Hints that may a//i/t 
in forming juſt Sentiments of this Subject, 
as well as corre lome Miſtakes relative 
to it, that have been lately communicated 

to the Public. 
Mr. Hebber told the Houſe of Com- 
mons that 36,000 Sheep and Lambs were 
D 4 coniumed 
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conſumed weekly in London, as appear'd 
thro' his Mutiplyng Per ſpet live, from 
the T Looks of Smithfield Market, ---- 
Upon enquiry, his 36,000 dwindles into 
12,000, taking the Eſtimate only from 
the Toll Books at Smithfield. But tho” 
Mr. H*bber has either egregioufly miſ- 
taken, or miſrepreſented the State of the 
Toll Books, there is ſtill reaſon to believe 
that the Number of Sheep and Lambs 
Killd every Year for the uſe of the City 
of London falls very little thort of what 
Mr. Webber guels'd at by a lucky Hit, 
having offer'd nothing rational to ſupport 
his Opinion. A great part of this Gentle- 
man's Scheme is equally abſurd and ro- 
mantick; yet this account is not 1mpro- 
Lable, tho? neither He nor his good Friend 
ir. London haye affer'd any thing to 
give it a Sanction ; --- To ſupply their 
Detes be it obſerved, 

That not one half of the Sheep and 
Lambs kill'd weekly in London are enter'd 
into the Tol/ Books of Smithfield. The 
Butchers in and about the City, as J 
have been credibly inform'd by ſeveral 
or them, go 40 or 50 Miles to Fairs 
and Markets, in the Country, to buy 


oheep and Lambs; and thoſe, which are 


chus bought, are never enter'd into the 
Smithfield Toll Beos at all. Tho' we 


cannot 


„ 


cannot from hence ſettle the exact Num- 
ber they 1 Slaughter, yet we may 
reaſonably conclude, that as they can 
buy cheaper in the ny than at 
Smithfield, the greater Part of what the 
kill 1s never brought into that Market, 
and conſequently never toll'd for there. 
It is pleaſant, on this Occaſion, to ob- 
ſerve what Subterfuges Mr. London in his 
Anſwer to the Remarks on HFbber's 
Scheme has recourſe to. *Tis evident 
He Himſelf 1s as much a Stranger to the 
true ſtate of the Affair given above, as 
He has left his Readers, as to the French 
Count enliſted into his Service. But the 
Gentleman is angry, --- His Patentce Ship 
is in Danger, and He muſt ſay ſome- 
thing. It thoſe accounts, therefore, 
communicated to the Public in the Gentle- 
man's Magazine are actually taken from 
the Toll Books of Smithficld, it argues 
nothing but that there is ſome Raguery 
at the Bottom, * --- It argues nothing to 
Meffieurs Webber aud Londen's Purpoſe, 
and therefore it argues nothing at all! 
How unmercifully is a good Cauſe mang- 
led by unskilful Defenders! This way of 
Reaſoning wou'd naturally remind one of 
the Clown's Syllogiſm in the Comic Poet, 
as ſomething parallel to it, ----- Thou 


art 
* London's Anſwer, Page the 16th, 
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thou art damn'd for not being at 
Court, ---- If thou never waſt at Court, 
thou never ſaw'ſt good Manners, then thy 
Manners muſt be Wicked, and Wicked- 
neſs is Sin, and Sin Damnation, - Thou 
art in a parlous Caſe Shepherd: 

Beſides what has been already advanced, 
it muſt likewiſe be obſerv'd, that the 
determinate Number of Sheep and Lambs 
that grow Wool, cannot be fairly calcu- 
lated from the Slaughters. | 

To Iluſtrate this, --- If we had in the 
Year 1740 as many Sheep as produc'd 
600,000 Packs of Wool, it will then 
follow that there muſt be in the Vear 
1739 as many as produc'd 900,000 Packs, 
it being allowed on all Hands that near 
one third of the Sheep dy'd after the 
Shear-day in 1739, and before Shear-day in 
1740. The Number, therefore, of Sheep 
and Lambs that are annually deſtroy'd by 
various Accidents, Diſeaſes, Vermin, 
and the like, render it impoſſible to form 
an exact Eſtimate of the Quantities ot 
Wool every Year produces; the Product 
of one Year being ſome times one third 
more or es than that of another. 

However, tho' we cannot accurately 
determine the Quantities of Wool every 
Year, diſtinctly conſider'd, produces; 
yet fixing our Eſtimates at the very 
| lowelt, 
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loweſt, it will appear that, one Vear with 
another, the Quantity of Wool grown 
in England is vaſtly larger than ſome 
have Suggeſted it to be. 

Mr. Chamberlayn in the preſent State of 
Great-Britain, publiſh'd by Royal Au- 
thority, in the Year 1727 obſerves thus, 
----- That the Reader may better guels 
at the Number of Inhabitants, or Human 
Souls, within this great City, ( London) 
he muſt know, that in one Year there 
were computed to be eaten in London, 
when it was leſs by. two thirds, 67,500 

| Beefs, ten times as many Sheep, beſides 
abundance of Calves, Lambs, es all 
forts of Poultry, Fiſh, Fowl, Fruits, 
Roots, Milk, &c. It will be granted 
the City of London is more populous now, 
| than in the Year 1727: 25 ſuppoſing 
the Number of the Inhabitants to be but 
: the ſame, agreeable to this, we ma 


1 conclude that there are ?wo thirds more 
if Sheep vlaughter*'d now Yearly in London, 
t than there were when the City was two 
4 thirds 175 which will be 2,025,000 a 

Year. If London contains but one eigth 
ly Part of the Inhabitants of England and 
ry Hales, (tho' Captain Grant, in his 
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conſumes in proportion to the Met rapolis, 
then there muſt be Slaughter'd Yearly 
in the Kingdom 16,200,000. 

Now it cannot be pretended that above 


a fourth Part of the Sheep in the King- 


dom are Slaughter*d, one Year with an 
other; then of conſequence it follows, 


that there will be fixty four Millions, 


eight hundred Thouſand Sheep in the 


Kingdom. Admit each of theſe to carry, 
upon an Average, two Pounds and 2 
Quarter of Wool, which is the wet 
Calculation that can plauſibly be fixed on: 
But when we conſider that there are 
Sheep which grow from one Pound to 
fifteen a Piece, we might, without any 
ſuſpition of Extravagancy, fix our 
Calculation higher. However, reſting it 
there, the Yearly Produce of Wool 
will be {ix Hundred and ſeven Thou- 
ſand, and hve Hundred Packs in this 
Kingdom; Scotland and Ireland mult 
yield half as much, which added to- 
gether, will amount to nine Hundred, 
eleven Thouſand, two Hundred and fifty 
Packs per Annum. 

From what has been already offer'd, it 
appears that tho* Mr. Mebber 4 dream'd 
Dreams concerning the To/l of Smith- 
field Market ; yet the Produce of Wool 
in Great-Britain and Ircland, one Year 


with 
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with another, is exquiſitely ſuperior to 
what ſome, for what views I know not, 
repreſent it to be. | 

However, for the further Illuſtration of 
this, let us attend to the Sentiments of the 
juſtly celebrated Sir Milliam Petty, * as to 
the 8838 of Inhabitants in London with- 
in the Bills of Mortality, and the Number 
of Perſons in all England and Wales, 
excluſive of London, and in how man 
Years they are reſpectively Doubled. 

This accurate Writer calculating the 
Inhabitants of London from the Number 
of Houſes and Families, and Heads living 
in each; from the Number of Burials in 
healthful Times, and the proportion of 
thoſe that live to thoſe that dye, and 
likewiſe. from the Number of thoſe that 
dye of the Plague in e ee Years, 
in proportion to thoſe that eſcape; com- 
putes that in 1682 there were about 670, 
ooo Souls in London. 

He further calculates, that Lendon 
doubles the Number of its Inhabitants 
in forty Years; ſo that it muſt now con- 
tain near two Millions of People. 

The ſame /carned Gentleman com- 
putes that England and Hales, excluſive 
of London, then contain'd 7,400,000 
Pcople, and that they will be doubled 

in 
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in 360 Years; ſo that England and Wales, 
as above, excluſive of London, contains 


about 8,633,333 Souls: ---- To apply 


ready allowed every Sheep in the King- 
dom to grow, upon an Average, two 
Pounds and a Quarter of Wool, then it 
will follow, that every Sheep that is 
Slaughter'd weighs, upon an Average, 
thirteen Pound per Quarter, --- the conſe- 
quence whereof is this, that if what we 
deduced from Mr. Chamberlayn's account 
be Fact, viz. that there are ſixteen Mil- 
lions and two hundred Thouſand Sheep 
Slaughter'd Yearly in the Kingdom, 
every individual Perſon's proportion will 
not be twenty five Ounces per week ; --- 
tis referr'd to our Cook-ſhop Politicians 
to judge whether this be an extravagant 
Computation. 

- I wou'd only add here, that if what 
the /earned Vaſſius undertook to demon- 
ſtrate, carry'd along with it the remoteſt 
appearance of Probability, that there 
were fourteen Millions of Souls in antient 
Rome, it cannot be look'd upon either as 
Dogmatical or Romantick to aſſert that 
our renown®'d Metropolis, which is more 
populous than ever antient Rome was, 


muſt contain two Millions of Peo- 


le. 
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Mr. Hebber has urg'd that the Succeſs 
of our Woollen Trade depends upon the 
keeping our unmanufactured Wool at 
Home, and to exemplify this, has taken 
a view of the flouriſhing State of our 


Woollen Manufactories during King 
HFilliam and Queen Ann's Wars, when 


the Generation of Smugglers had no 


Opportunity of exporting our Wool in- 
to Frakes Ga. 5 
It has been objected to this, * that the 
ſuccesful Run of Trade, at. that time, was 
wholly owing to the Contingencies of 
War, to the Number of Troops we had 
in Pay, and the auxiliary Troops then 
furniſh'd with our Cloth. But I wou'd 
ask the Gentlemen in this way of think- 
ing, Did not the Body of Men. that 
compoled theſe Troops wear Cloathing 
before the Commencement of the War, 
and before they were | enliſted into the 
Army? Were not our own Countrymen 
likewiſe ſupply'd wholly, and the Nations 
in, Alliance with us ſupply'd chiefly, if 
not wholly, with Woollen ManufaZories 
of our making, before the Commence- 
ment of. this War? Even the Writer 
reter'd to admits, that the Manufactories 
of Cloths in Pruſſia, Germany and Den- 
mark, were not begun.in thoſe Countries. 
5 till 
Anſw er to the Draper's Letter. 
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till the War with France was ended. Or 
if we reap'd any advantage then by 
cloathing the auxiliary Troops and the 
Troops of our-Allies, Did we not pro- 
portionably Suffer by not having it then in 
our power to export any of our Woollen 


manufactured s to France, and to 


her Allies, as 'tis certain we did before? 
---- Hence it appears, to a demonſtration, 
that the War contributed but little to the 
Succeſs of the Woollen Manufactory, 
any otherwiſe, than as it prevented the 
Illicit Exportation of Wool. 

But even ſuppoſing, for once, that our 
Cloathing our Ales and auxiliary 
Troops, Jad a propitious Influence upon 
the Woollen Trade, which, from whar 
has been already offer'd, appears to be 
without any foundation; yet ſuppoſing 
this, the conſumption © Cloth that 
wou'd be hereby occaſion'd, cannot rea- 
ſonably be computed to amount to above 
one two hundreth part of our yearly Pro- 
duce, which certainly cou'd never make 
ſo ſurprizing and illuſtrious a difference 
between the State of our Woollen Trade 
then, and its languiſhing State at 
preſent. 

Thus have I readily correſponded with 
Mr. Mebber's Sentiments in ſuch In- 
ſtances, as he appears to correſpond wh 

enc 
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the Truth. To do this is but commoſt 
Juſtice, and to demand or expect mote 
would be ſuperlative Folly, if not ſome- 
thing worſe. ---- I muſt therefore add, 
that tho* an Univerſal Regiſtry be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to prevent the owling of 
Wool, yet to inſiſt upon a Regi/ter in 
Charter is the Perfection, the very ſub- 
lime of Abſurdity. Tis impratticable 
to manage it as Mr. N ebber propores 
and if it were not, *tis unreaſonable either 
to ask or to grant it. The attendance 
required from ſeven to twelve in the 
Morning, and from two to hve in the 
Afternoon, which he wou'd entail upon 
Pariſh Officers, wou'd be one of the moſt 
unparalelPd Encroachments upon the Rights 
of the People, nor wou'd theſe Officers 
have any Time left to diſcharge their 
parochial Duty; and as to their Families 
they muſt ſtarve for the Benet of Mr. 
Webber aid Company. . 
Nor can it be fuppos'd that one Pariſh 
Officer in forty is capable of keeping Re- 
giſters, and transferring Accounts with 
that exactneſs the nature of the Aﬀair 
requires; But it wou'd ſeem that Mr. 
Webbcr is not concerned how he 
hamftrings the Liberties of his fellow 
Subjects, or how ineffefFual his Scheme 
will proye to mama the public Gor, 
| 10 
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ſo it will but adyance his Own. 

Hence it follows, that a Regi/try in 
Charter is not more impracticable in itſelf, 
as he wou'd have it manag'd, than *tis 
unreaſonable to be demanded, It wou'd 
be engroſſing a Monopoly of Power into 
the od of the Patenteces. Beſides, 
what proper Security can thele Gentle- 
men give the Nation, that they _y 
not be induc'd by the Influence of Sc/f 
Intereſt and Foreign. Gold, to commence 
Smugglers themſelves? --- I wow'd not 
hereby caſt any oblique Reflections upon 
Mr. Webber and Friends, but what may 
Poſſibly be, ought to be guarded again/?. 
Mr. HF-ebber need not therefore be Sur- 
priz'd if his Scheme be deny'd parliamen- 
tary Countenance and Sanction; and 
eſpecially as there has been another offer'd 
to the Conſideration of the Public, charge- 
able with no Selfiſh Views, practicable 
in itlelf, eaſy in the Execution, and will 
Jave the Nation, Yearly, above a Million 
and a halt of Money more than Mr. 
hs it e cou'd poſſibly 

0. 

Mr. London may poſſibly expect me 
to pay him a few Compliments at Part- 
ing. ---In Page the tenth, of his Anſwer 
to the Remarks on the Draper's Letter, 
he ſuggeſts, that as to Mr. J/ch%r's 

| naming 
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naming the Patentees, and to its remaĩn- 

ing to his Succeſſors, that is not only 

altogether Reaſonable, but abſolutely 

Neceſſary, Here the Patent Privileges 

are to be entail'd upon Mr. Vebber and 

Poſterity, ſo that they cannot be aliena- 

ted from them. *Tis abſolutely neceſſary 

it ſhould be thus, and yet ſee the Magic 

Power of Braſs! In the very ſame Page, 

a few Lines after the Directors of the 

Scheme, ( and thoſe mult be the Patentees, 

for who elſe ſhou'd be the Directors of 
it ) are repreſented, as /rable to be turn'd 
Out for the abuſe of their Truſt, or neg- 
left of Duty. He well deſerves a Patent 
that can reconcile ſuch pompous Con- 
, traditions! In one Paragraph, is ab- 
folutely Neceſſary that the Patent Privi- 
leges ſhould be ſettled upon Mr. Webber 
and Heirs for ever, let them behave and 
act as they will! --- In the very next 
| Paragraph, to ſerve a different Turn, 
it is not abſolutely Neceſſary it ſhou'd be 
- So, --- They may be turn'd Out for abuſe 
of their Truſt, or neg left o Duty. Hail 

mighty Hero of Inconſtancy and Self 
Contradiction! But perhaps it will be 
urg*d, no more is meant by this than that 
it is abſolutely Neceſſary, in order to 
eſtabliſh a Regi/7ry in Charter, to believe 
that all Honeſty is baniſh'd out of the 
E 2 Land, 
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Land, but what skulks among Mr. 


Hcbbcr and the Houſe of his Friends! 
In Page the twenty-firſt, the ſame Im- 
portant VV riter brandiſhes the Sword, and 
Vith a Solemn Air of wn er challenges 
his Reader thus, --- Why Wool will be 
eflectually Stopp'd, by being put on the 
ſame Foat, and under the ſame Inſpection 
as Coffee and Teas, Goods never Smug- 
led more than at preſent, --- Let the 
Fires of Exciſe make appear. Can 
this be the Language of a Writer that 
underſtands any thing of Commerce? I 
appeal to common Senſe, if a Regiſtry 
in Charter can preyent Smuggling, why 
ſhou'd a Regiſtry under the Regulation 
of an Exciſe be inſufficient for the ſame 
Purpaſe? Tis a pitty lame Perſons cou'd 
nat Smuggle a little Honeſty into their 
Writings, as there is little probability of 
their getting at it upon River Terms! 
Has our Author ever examin'd whether 
there be any parallel between an Exciſe 
upon Imports and Exports? »Tis im- 
pollible, in the nature of Things, for us 
to determine what Quantities of Goods 
are Imported us from Foreign Nations; 
but mult not every one admit that it is 
very practicable, with due Attention, as 
to our own Produce, to fix the Quanti- 
zien and Aſſortments, and conſequently 
. 
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to prevent any Mlicit Bxportation. 
I need enlarge no further on this, and 
therefore leave the Matter to Mr. Londox 
and Mr. Mebber's further Conſideration, 
which I am the more ealily induc'd to do, 
as being fatisfy*d that they”ll have time 
enough to conſider it, before the Scherne 
of an Univerſal Regi/try in Charter be 
paſs d into a Tw. 


AVING curſority perus'd a 
Scheme, ſuppos'd ta have been 
offer d by a Per ſon of Diſtinction, to pre- 
vent the IIIicit Exportation of Wool, 
my Zeal for the ſucceſs of ſuch a Deſign, 
led me to weigh it with as much accuracy 
q = cxatFneſs as ſuch a curſory Peruſat 
You'd admit of. The Gentleman deſerves 
e grateful Acknowledgements of the 
| b | E 3 5 P ublic, ö 


e doth who ſtudies to 
blic Good, for beſtowing 
Thoughts bor b redreſs this im- 


rtant and geſtructive Evil. But thoꝰ 
cannot 


Market-T s ỹ there ſhou 
an Officer ready to grant 


this, Merchant 
an 


Officer from Houſe to Houſes e. 
; s Par. 
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Pariſh to Pariſh, and from one Town to 


another; this muſt greatly obſtruct the 


Diſpatch + of Buſineſs, and embarras the 


free Courſe of Traffic and Commerce. 


And ſhou'd this New Office proportion 


the Number of Inſpecters to the Buſinefs 
that is to be tranſacted; it wou'd require 
near as many Perſons as are now employ*d 
in the Exciſe, which wou'd be a large 
additional Expence to the Subject, not to 
mention that as this Scheme fixeth no 
Duty upon the Wool, and confequently 
no Revenue ariſes to the Crown from it; 
he muſt be very Sanguine that can 
imagine the Officers will diſcharge the 
Truſt repoſed in them with as much Fi- 
delity, or will be Supervis'd with as much 
Attention, or puniſh'd for default of 
Duty with as much Juſtice and Imparti- 
ality, as where the Intereſt of the Crowe? 
is nearly and immediately affected. 

As to granting Permits, unleſs there be 
an exchange of Intelligence between the 
Otticers of the Place the Wool is ſent 
from, and the Officer of the Place it is 
confign'd for, there can be no ſufficient 
guard againft Fraud and Colluſion. Be- 
tore the Permits be return'd, a Smuggler 
my purchaſe aShip-ladingor two of Wool, 
and tranſport Himſelf with it to France, 


Where he may ſpend the remainder of bis 


Days, 


4 
Days, at an equal diſtance from Honeſty 
2 pi reach of Juſtice; or without this, 
may forge a Receipt indors'd upon the 
Permit, and never be Detected. 

It will be ſaid, that the Scheme pro- 
poſes every Perſon who buys Wool ſhou'd 
take a Licence, and give Security not to 
export it. But, as many Manufacturers 
employ the whole of their Subſtance in 
Trade, and are, at the ſame time, Per- 
ſons of Credit and Reputation in Buſineſs; 
What proper Security are ſuch capable of 
giving? Muſt not this err intro- 
duce a Monopoly of Wool into the 
Hands of a few of the richeſt Merchants 
in the Nation; the Iſſue whereof muſt 
be this, The Woollen Commerce will 
hereupon firſt pine and then periſb. 

*Tis propoſed likewiſe, that Wool 
remov*d without Permiits ſhall be forfeited ; 
and treble the Value, one half to the 
King, the other to the Officer ; methinks, 
in order to detect fraudulent Dealers, it 
thou'd rather be one half to the King, 
the other to the Informer, whoſoever he 
be, whether Officer or any private Perſon. 
Nor is the Penalty of freble the Value 
fufficient, when Foreigners can afford to 
give 1200 per Cent Profit for our Wool, 
rather than want it. 7 

It is further propos'd, that Licences ſhall 


he 
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de granted, to ſuch as apply for them, ar 
the general Office in London, --- But what 
Judgment can they form of the Character 
of the Perlons to whom theſe Licences are 
granted? --- For any aſſurance they can 
have to the Contrary, they may be akin 
to Shakeſpear*'s Lions, Foxes for their 
Honeſty, if not Geeſe for their Diſcretion s 
---- For ought they know, the Perſons 
who take them may be the Inhabitants of 
France, ſent hither upon a Smuggling 
Expedition. 

Nor ſhow'd even the Licences granted to 
Wool Buyers, by the Offcers of the 
Pariſh they refde at, be look*d upon as 
ſufficient, without being approv'd of, and 
confirm'd by two Fuſtices of the Peace of 
the Hundred,who may have Opportunities 
to know ſuſpicious Perſons, and deteCt 
clandeſtine Traders, when Officer's cannot. 
The Liberty granted ou under ſome 
Reſtrictions) by this Scheme of ſending 
Wool Coa/?wiſe, is another material Ob- 
jection againſt it. This adminiſters ſo fair 
an Opportunity for Smugghng, as will 
baffle 1 Induſtry, the moſt un- 
Weary'd Application, either to ſuppreſs or 
detect it. The force of the very beſt 
Laws will hereby be evaded, andthe dread 
of them he of no effect. The very poſſi- 
bflity of Succels will always be a chien“ 

K Temptation 


Temptation to Perſons who are ſo abſurdly 
re ſolute as to mock all the terrors of Chains 
and Priſons, and ſpurn even at the Gallows. 
But ſuppoſing this Scheme, for once, 
to be as far as it extends, as unexceptionable 
as even aur wiſhes cou'd make it. Yet it 
provides only. againſt the Illicit Exportatt- 
on of Wool from Erg/ard and Hales, --- 
Scotland and Ireland, and our I/lands that 
row Wool, and undoubtedly. export 
Be Quantities of it abroad, are left un- 
touch'd, as ſo many privileg*d Places, 10 
many Santtuaries of Smuggling! And of 
what Conſequence to remove $ | 
Action, unleſs we can remove the Evil? 
To ſhut one Door againſt Robbers and let 
two more Open, 5 they may enter 
with equal Facility and Succeſs? 
l am apprehenſive it will be urg'd, that 
the 1ri/ will not be brought into the 
Meaſyres we dictate to them; - But 
wou'd it not be much more prudential to 
lufler them to manufacture all the Wool 
that they can, than that we ſhou'd ſuffer 
40, o Packs to be by them annually 
| Exported, which probably is not a third 
part of what they smuggle per Annum? 
And as the Numbers of Inhabitants in 
treland are but few in compariſen to Ours, 
we have Realon to believe they'U not 
manufacture, Yearly, aboye one bf of 
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their Produce, fo that the Remainder af 
will be brought to Eygliſb Markets: 
Be it ſaid, the cheapneis of their Living 
will encourage Manuſactufers to remove 
from this Kingdom thither ; ſhou'd this 
be the Caſe, the more populous they 
grow, there mult be an advance, in pro- 
portion, upon the price of Proviſions, 

hich will bring the expence of their 
Manu acturing upon an average with Ours. 
Yet even to prevent this, there*is Reaſon 
to believe that the Ii wou'd be very 
willing to have eh a Duty fix'd upon 
the Exportation of their Woollen Goods 
as will bring them in Forcign Markets 
upon a Par with us. --- Nay, beyond this, 
ſhou'd we allow them further encourage- 
ment in their Linen Manufactories, this 
wou'd not only preyent our Importing 
Linens from Abroad, but likewiſe with- 
draw their attention from the manufactory 
of Moolleus, and hereby engroſs the 
manufactory of their Wool wholly to 
our Selves. 

Theſe Remarks which occurr'd to me 
upon a trarnfrent View of the Scheme. al- 
ready referr'd to, ſufficiently evince the 
Impropriety of its paſſing into a Law. 
Nay, ſhou'd it be revived and corrected, 
yet, demonſtrative it is, no Scheme can fo 
lucceſstully prevent the Exportation af 
_ Wool, 
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Wool, and with ſo much Advantage, in 
every reſpect, to the Nation, as fixing a 
Duty upon it, and take off that upon 
Soap, Candles, and Leather, ſo that the 
Officers which inſpect that Branch of the 
Revenue may be replac'd here without 
any additional Expence or Trouble. But 
for further Satisfaction on this Head, I 
refer you to a Scheme that acrompanies 
this from, 
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Page the 16th, Line the 3d, or Loaded, 


or any Horſe, c. read, or Leaded oz 
any Horſe, Sr, | . 
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N the Gentleman's Magazine for Jeruarv laſt there is inſertes 
an Abſtract of 1ome Schemes to prevent tie illicit Ep ration of 
| Wool, with ſome Remarks on thoſe retpective Schemes. What is 
1 Objeted to the third, ( which, nevertheless, the Remarker ada its 
approaches nearer a probability of Succels than eitber of the femer) 
1 'tis pretum'd will be abundantly Obviated by the following Reficctions, 
Imprimis, *t'is Urg'd, That 'tis Deiective in not providing a pay 
ment of the Duty on Wool for thoſe Clogtbs which are cattyed 
into foreign M²a kets, it being necePary_' at leaſt, for tome Time, 
that We ſhould be enabled to undertell the Hench. 
This Objeftion vaniſhes of itſelf by an attentive Peruſal of the 
4 heme, as Illuſtrated in the Pamphlet from whence the Abſtract is 
taken. For when the clandeſtine Exportation of Brirh ani [14 
Wool is effectually prevented; when Foreigners have no Bopes of 
| enriching themſelves upon the Spoils of Gur Comme:ce any more 
the Stocks they have in Hand will advance trom one Privid to ten 
AJor filteen; To ten or fifteen did 1 ſay? Nay, they will not kun 
Abo to let too high a Value upon them; mn COntequence Wi ere ot, 
Aal their foreign wrought Goods, whether made up wholly, or- mis“! 
Leith Fritiſb and [r:þ Wool, will advance in Proportion, Femore 
che fundamental Cauſe of their urderſellirg Us, the Etledi, wich is 
I ®vgrofling our Trade, will ceaſe of Courle, as Summer born lite cts 
iche at the approach of Winter. | 
Let thoſe Gentiemen Aniwer, u bo are ſo very Sang'iine as to te 
Necefiity of having a Drawback upon Woollen Goods that are Fa 
ned; let them fairly and impartially Autwer, up. portion they 
bed a hundred Packs of Wool lafely landed in rave, upon the 
Ur mencement of an Ach that wovid prevent any ff inurl ye 
1 del cot, would not they exf ect to Sell it for ten or feen Time 
ie Value it takes ar preſent ? Beſides, ( thy? the amount ws th Hy 
i" pos'd in the Scheme be Two, ewe per Shilbng ) Men the Mol 
Manuſactur'd, upon an Average, it will not be mesh hore Tar 
yd a baif per Cent, or Six-pence in Twenty Shilling; ard can 
W's make any formidable Linerence in be Price, wie vary tow 
dhe moit a Cate Judges cen icarce dilcern 209 Diacrense at a 2 


_ 
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Po Adem. O ye Britons, to fee any Aﬀaults made to Maſſacre wh 
vour Commerce by fuch wild Subtertuges as theſe! Tis alloa'i, 1 Ha 


need, ſuch a Drau back would anſwer ſme valuable Ends — but thy 
> whom? Not to the Publick, but to tae Family of Smugglers. Arg 
I: noud be ufing a Spur, when we ſhould lay hold of the Reins, fron 
ard be an Encovragemet-t to fradulent Dealings; ir would bid De- E 
Fance to the Officers, baffle all. their Diligence and Care, evate Exc 
the Deſian of the Law, under pretence ot ren eting it the more ſeffe 
U. xceptionable and pertect, and conte uently wound Trade as fatally Und 
24 huis Majefty's Revenue. | F ot -£ 


Kur the chief Objection with the Remarker againſt the Propriety 
of this Scheme, the Sheet- Anchor of bis Cauſe is — what? That his 
„. Gill net Antwer the Purpole it is Calculated for: No, this is not It 
bretended, Out that it is to be Executed under the Regularion of 
an Excite! 
ir might be reply'd, That admitting any Inconveniencies aroſe | Incor 
ſtem this Quarter, yet the Law ot Nature and. of Nations, require n th 
tba bune Jeffer luconveniencies ſhould be ſubmitted to, for the 
pericial Good ; Communities would never Subſiſt without tt: Ho- f Qt 
ever, in the preſent Cate, this is very far from being Fact, 
The Scheme propos'd, leffens any Incanveniencies that may ariſs tees re 
ſom an Excite, inftead of aggravating and improving thein, 44 
yer how tanidahle are Words without Meaning, as it the very q luppdf 


Name of an Excile were tuthcient to reduce Muititudes of People other 
As 


to Slavery? | 90 | 
A. if the.e were a Myſtical Hocos-Bdcus, a Legerdemain in the I Cloatt 
Sund that bould afrighe us out of our Senles, our Wealth, aid ky 


tle vey Sinea's EF Wealth — our Commerce, Can an E xci'e promog Ihe J 
Genta Slavery any otherwife than by Multipiying the Num e Laus, 
0 . f 


Or Gilicers, and by fixing Revenues on the Crown ſutficient to eh gde 
ae the Prince w make War without the Concurrence and Aßiſtan t be 
r p enen? = Thie would bid air to Eſtabliſn an Arvita egittr 
(lo a mints Bur where doth the Scheme prope any Incrraſe beep 0 
Gers, or wherem discover any tendency , t) propagate Slavery? eg, 
To. wy Reverie of this, — is propos'd an Excite ſhould ec Shall 
Le nttve tlian it is; to take off the Duties on Soap, Candi elted | 
ali 4 cater, & which are burthen'Ome to the Supt, ant velly4cthe; 
| „e ve to the Poor; and to fix theſe Duties upon Wool, nie 
| „ e repaid U. in the Circulation of Commerce 3 and whici mf 
Ai: an tor a Year: ny, and fe Amually continued it attend 
0 x le deired:- Saccels, — It arherwite to be repeal at Ph 
0 nat Can there Fe in this to Eſtabliſn a deſpotic Adminiſtrat. m a P, 
| An, Gre: Than n ie Manayement ot the Land Tax? — | "14s 
| Waun de Kept at Hine, our 1 rade muſt NMoakitn: Ir zur ft ; ; 
| Noni without any; Danzer iron the Increaſe of Oncets, 
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Independency of the Crown, in the Name of Common Senſe, 


cre what Harm is there in all this? Muſt we Murmur at our own 
d. Happineſs rather than never Nurmur at all? But, favs the Remarker, 
but | thoſe who remember the late Controverſy 9n the Excite, will need no 
ers. , Arguments egainſt this Expedient; and I add, can borrow None 
ins, from thence that wall be to their Purpote. : 

De- But let us weigh the Force of theſe Reaſonipgs. An Extenſion of 
„Ade Excife is prejudicial to Commerce, therefore a Scheme calculated to 
ys leſſen the Extent of it mutt be equally fo too! Syperiority in 


tally Underſtanding is a Bleiting, therefore the Want of Underitaniing 
is the ſame. ITfat which renders a general Excite an Oppretſion, 
riery | muſt render all Limitations of it a Curſe! Out of Compadion to 
Thi: his Biains, Heavens preferve this Writer from Sneczing! 
s not It has been already ſhewn, That fixing a Duty upon Wohl of 
a of one: ſixth Fart of the Original Value, which will, in a ſhort Time, 
produce a Million and half of Money, cannot, by tcajon of the 
aroſe Inconſiderableneſs of the Advance in the Price of the (30015, 
care 2 MN the leaſt prejudice our Exportations. It is farther allow'd bv molt, 
or the That our Home onſumption of Wool is not above one (ater 


_— ' N 2 . 
4 ariſe bes reſert'd to above, to the Value of 1.500,000, we {ave three 
1,25,000 per Annum. But 
e very luppbſing we fave only one half of thar Sum, tis more than any 


| As to the Dream of Converſation between the Foreigner and” 
in ths I Cloathier, ſuppole them to be the Feuch Count, and Mr. {-er's 
parneyman-W eaver; I ſhall ditpatch them with a je Words. 


Laus, and Men of no Honeſty evade them, therelore all Lang 

ne ſuperfluous and uſeleſs, or rather dangerous and huttul, unlers 
e de a Law ro Eſtablith Mr. Mes“; Magna Charta, alias, 1 
RF epittry in Charter. Better become Tributary to Lace, than 
þ Is this the Language of a 211972 or A 
N imp p ler 2 * 
| Shall | add, There always will be Perſons who wart a difnre- 
Jette Publick Spiriceducls, Others Bread, Others who want both 
wether 5 by fuch — 


1 the little Hero of each Tale. 
Dr. Younn”s Uriverſal Palin, 


2 Perſon of the firſt Importance, or to uſe Mr. Ihe, own 
ds before the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 1% , | 
* ld Pe A Patente 5 and d nj. 07 tho [EFT 5 70 5 4 4 
5 / 1 £ — , 5 Y 

| Much trotde Gout them © — Advocatèes tllercihre will not be 


G 2 wart ;'4 


1 1 


wanting, who enliſt under his Standard, in Hopes to ſhare in the Of 
Plunder, 9 . TI 
Hut will not a Negiſtry be infinitely more Safe and Commodious 
under the above vecrty'd Parliamentary Reſtrictions? Will it not 
be much wore .cucceiiful, when Cos ducted by the only ſet of 
Nen in the RNinydozm fit tor uch an Undertaking, rather than a- 
ny other ſet o Men, which, however faithtul, muſt Cepute Officers 
undor hom, to as great a Number as thoſe of the Exciſe, which 
will be, an additional, as well as ncellels,, Expence to the 
Nacigm = Tic the fare Ahſhundity, as to prefer a Body of Nlilitia, 
o an mu ot Dilciphn'd Veteran Troops; and in doing this, to 
multiply 2 :nces inftead of faving Charges, 


ll am, Sir, Ec. 


Ly 
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renders it defireable, That thoſe who employ their Thought ; 

on that Head, ſhould be as accurate as poſlible in he, 
Diſquititions on the Subject. This leads me to Examine into me 0 
Nealonings of the Graficrs Advocate, to point out his Errors 25 ( 
{me Pailages in the Impartial Enquiry; and to tew this Ingenouges 
Gen lemah the Inconcluiivencis of his Inſerences, in the Points ig 
Queſtion berween Him and Myleclf, As. his Miſtakes ſcem to ar 
not trum any prejudice in favour of a Scheme, but trom the Wa: . 
ot a more particulat Acquaintance with the State of our Wo. 08h . 
Commerce, | doubt net bat the Author will candidly accept m * 
Knty ours to let hia, to Rights where ever he appears © 
Nin Ke h. fs = 
[tis Wiiter agrees with me, in the Main, as to my Shen 
aue it to Go, wot heatons to Ohvidus xo mention, Prelrrable 
Mir ter ber 0d ry LOnmpartyn, as dyed che 1eme 


7 1 HE Importance of the Wonllen Manufactory to this Nation, 


1 11 


>. 0e Others give it the Precedence to any other Schewe hitherto 
recommended to Publick Attention “. 
8 Whether my propos's Regiſtry of Wool would be an Equivalent 
* for the taking off the Revenue upon Soap, Candles, and Lea- 
)f ther, &c, he makes a Queſtion; at che fame Time he thinks them 
ks lately transterrable upon his on Plan, wiich will hereafter be 
rs  ſhewn to be more a Detriment, than an Advantage to Commerce, 
8 as weil as to the Grafter, for whom he Advocates, By deprivin 
he us Yearly of the Nianutacturing of near a third Part of our growth 
ia, of Wool in three Kingdoms, the Revenues atiling to the Covern- 
to ment mult fall greatly ſn.rxt of what they will be if we do, as we 


; eaftly may, Manufacture the Whole. But waving this for the 
Prelent, tis Objected, That the Number of the Officers now 
Employ'd in thote Duties would not be ſufficient to take Charge 


oft our Wool &c. | | 
In Aniwer, I Obſerve my Scheme ſuppoſes a 3 Number of 
Wool-winders appointed. What Proportion of Numbers will be 
neceſſary tor different Pariſhes is leit to the Wiſdom of the Le- 
giſlature to determine. But when a proper Number are appointed, 
where will be the Difficulty for an Officer to Viſſt the ſeveral 
Parts of the Shearing Diſtricts? His Attendance is neceſſary only, 
whillt he takes Account of the Number and Weight of Fleeces, 
* and Enters them into his Book, The Woulwinder, upon Cath, 
| ** delivers him the Fleece entire, and if there ſhould be any of it 
- +2 ſecreted away, tis liable to a Seizure, for want of a Permit. I 
might add, There are ſeldom above two (or three gt moſt) Sheer- 
> ings in a Pariſh on one Day: Were it Otherwiſe, a competent, 
Number of Sheerers would be wanting. I fee no Ręaſon therefore 
F to retrat what has been advanc'd in the Scheme as to the Numbes 
ron of Officers necefſary to put it in Execution: And however our 
Laenge, author has forgot himſelt, yet he ſeems to be of the ſame. Senti- 
ment in P. 24, where he propoſes: © Taking off the Duties from 
| © Leather, Soap, &. and replacing the Othcers of thoſe Duties, 


oog 
1 Ne 


to e d far as wanted, in the Woollen Regiſtry, inſtead ot creating 
S © BY © New Ones; which Regiſt pon thele Conditions, alth? 
* mould be manay'd in the Manner of the Exciſe, would not mul- 
vie if 


apply Publick Officers, nor -would it be Extending the Exciſe 
Laws, but only transterring them yrom Dealers in one Kind 
00108 E 0 Dealers in Another. I entirely Apree with the Advocate 

In o this, aud am Concern'd only that he ſhould not agree with 
Te = Hint, | 
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But thus it is, what the Advocate in the Paſſage now mention'd 
all»ts to the Officers of Exciſe, in P. 9, he appropriates to the 
Officers of the Pariſh, Poor indeed will be the Fate of this Gen— 
tleman's Scheme! Poor will he the Fate of the Bratts of our 
Brains, as well/ as thoſe of the Body, if turn'd over to the Care 
of the Pariſh Produc me an Inſtance, among Many, where 
Conſtables, Overſeers, &c. are ſcrupulouſly tender of their Oaths, 
where they have no other Engagements than thoſe ring Ones, a 
Senſe of Honour, or a Dread of Perjury, to ſway their Conduct. 
Is not he whoſe Subhſtence, whoſe Bread, whoſe All is at Stake, 
more likely to attend his Duty, than One whole Intereſt or Incli- 
nation it may be to Overlook and Neglect it? 

The Icarned Advocate's Paradox, next Opens to View, — That 
if we keep our Unmamifacturd Wool at Home, Wool inſtead of 
riſng to doubie its Price, may fink to half the preſent Value of 
it; inaſmich as we ſhall want a ſuffictent Number of Hands to 
Manufacture the Produce ot Great. Britain, Ireland, the Iſlands of 
Guernſey, Ferſey, &c. 

As to the Wool grown in the Tflands of Guernſey and Ferſor, 
it is ſo different in Staple, and falls fo ſhort of our own in 
Goodneſs, and is of ſo Courſe a Nature, that whatever becomes 
of it, we need be at no Pains about it, as it is of no Conte- 
quence in itſelf: Let it be Exported to France, or to Frifland, 
no Matter where, 

The preſent Subject of Enquiry, I agree with the Author, 
that a proper One it is, is, Whether we have Hands to Manu- 
facture ſo laige a Quantity as 1,000,000 Packs of Wool? 

The Advocate computes © Three Packs of Wool ſufficient to 
« Employ 600 Perſons a Week, and reckons that Feaſts, Feſtivals, 
„% Fairs, and Markets; Harveſt, with the Contingencies of S1cknets 
and hard Froſts“ Occaſion, upon an Average, no more tian 
40 Weeks Work to be done in a Year. As to Feaſts and Fetti— 
vals, it conſider'd in point of Devotion, the Working People have 
ſeldom any great Reliſh either to Faſt or to Pray; their Zeal will 
never run very high for thoſe Saints, that, like the Whore in the 
Proverbs, reduce them to the Want of Bread: Feſtival Days ct 
Pleature which the Manufacturer Oblerves, are, in molt Inſtinces, 
but very few; the Markets and Harveſts if we Appeal to Expe- 
rience, (the ſareſt Teſt) contribute but very little to Interrupt the 
Progreſs of the Manufacturer in his Buſineſs, — I muſt entirely 
Differ therefore frm the Advocate, and think that 80 racher than 
40 Weeks ate, upon an Average, taken up in the Current Employ 
of the Year. Ii the lower Part of Mankind are to live 12 Weeks 


a Year without Work, the Lord and the Pariſh have Mercy uten 
them the other 40 ! | 
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What the Advocate next ſuppoſes, That 3 Packs of Wool will 
take up 600 Hands a Weck in Manufacturing of it, is widely 
and wondertully Wrong. Did this Calculation hold good, upon an 
Average, the conſequent Reaſonings mult be !o too: Bur it the 
Foundation be no better than a Chain of Sand, the whole Fabrick 
muſt tall to the Ground. To put this Matter in a juſt Light, 'Tis 
allow'd that in the fineſt of our Manufactories, fuch as the Nor wich 
Crapes and ſuperfine Stockings, 3 Packs may Employ between 5 
and 600 People in a Week: But let us Compare this with our 
courſer Manuſactories, and then fee hon the Nlattert ſtands, Upon 
the nicelt Eltimate I have been able to form, {rom the beſt Incelli- 
gence and my own Obſervation, 'tis as follows ; 

One Quarter ot the courſe Woul, which is Manufactur'd into the 
loweſt Pric'd Goods, will Employ about 30 Hands. 

Another Quarter of our Yearly Produce of Wool, will not 
Employ above 40 Hans per Pack in a Week. 
A third will be work'd up by 80 Hands per 
A fourth Quarter will Employ 140 Hands. 
Comparing theſe diflerent Aſſortments, and laying 
Fraction, the Average is 72 Hands to a Pack of Wool. 
According to this Account, the Manufacturing of a Million of 
Packs, takes up, upon an Average, one Nh ion, four Hundred, 
and forty I houtand Hands, to Manufacture it in fifty Weeks. 


This Calculation 1 take to be as Exact as the Nature Hf the 
Subject will admit of. 


Now for the Advocate's Calculation; Manu— 


facturing the Yearly Produce of Wool in $5,000,009 of People. 
Great-Britatn and Ireland, takes up, | 


Deſtroy and Export 300,000 Packs, and it 
will take oft, 


Pack in a Week. 
aſide the 


[ 1,500,000 Hands. 


_— 


3,590,000 


— — 


—— 


This reduces the 5 Millions of Hands to, 


Which our Author allows may be ſpared 
to Manufacture the remaining 7oo, ooo Packs 
This we muſt have a competent Number of 
Hands for, it he means any Thing at all by 
his Computation. 

According to my Eſtimate, as above, the 
whole Yearly. Produce of Great-Hritain and 
Ireland, which the Advocate fixes at one 
Million ot Packs, may be Manufactur'd by, 

In Conſequence hereof, we muſt have in 
the Nation, that ſtill want Employ in this 
Article of Buſinels, 


1,440,000 Hands, 


0 2,060,000 Hands. 


From 
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From what has been now Offerd, *tis preſum'd the Tngenious 
Author will concur with me, upon a Review of the Subject, That 
we need not Deftroy and Export near a third Part of our Wool 
for the Benefit of Commerce. 3 5 

Allowing the Advocate to make all reaſonable Deductions for 
ſuch Perſons, as ate either Superannuated or in Non- Age, thoſe who 
move in different or in higher Spheres of Life; we have at pre- 
ſent more than a ſufficient Number of Hands, upon Sir W7//:am 
Petty's Principles, to Manufacture all the Wool grown in the 
three Ringdoms, not to mention that moſt of our ſanufacturers 
chuſt to refide in the Country, and manage Farms with little or no 
Interruption to their Trade. 

As to what follows, If France wear Cloths of 
ManufaHory in the room of Ours, 
Trade, whilſt we have Markers enow beſides, 


their own 


a thouſand different Channels. 
In 
the Abilities of the Advocate I need ſay no more. 


1 


I am, Sir, Ge. 


this can never affect our 
and can, when- 
ever Occaſion requires, divert this Branch of our Commerce into 


Juſtice to my ſelf 1 could fay no leſs, and in Juſtice to 
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Opinio 
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Work 


end 
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SIR, 


HEN you were pleas'd to put the Graſiers Advocate int 
my Hands, you farther Oblig' t me with Mr. Lay592 re's 
6 Scheme; a Scheme uniform indeed, but — unitormly Ri- 
Piculous, He is one of thoſe Pamphleteers mention'd by himlelt; 
That have perplex'd the Affair, and lett ic more Intricate than they 
found it.,“ 1 agree with the Reverend Schematitt, That within three 
fears, and probably ſooner, we ſhall perceive whatever Inconveni— 
&icies may attend his Propoſals, One of the juſteſt Obſervations in 
ite whole Pamphlet. 

l have neither Leiſure, nor Inclination, to traverſe the whole of 
is Gentleman's Scheme; Innumerable are the Objections againit it, 
bu to Overthrow it, 'twill be neceſſary only to mention very few. 
me are ſo flagrant, that ( as appears in his Pretace ) he is tully 
u priz d of them himſelf: But when he advances, Þ hat his Method 
22 neither Oppreſſive, nor Impracticable, mult differ from him in 
Opinion, and conclude it to be Both; and not only fo, but twill 
guter give Encouragement to Smuggling. 

* 'Tis an Opprellive Scheme; | leave the Magiſtracy to Anſwer tor 
_Etemiclves. The Manufacturer and the Merchant will be involv'd 
um endlels Perplexity and I rouble. The Weaver will have ſo much 
Work at bis Paper-Book, that he'll have little, very little lime to 
end at his Loom: It it be his Misſortune that he cannot Write, 
s is Often the Caſe, Clothiers will never employ tuch Pertons, 
EY when the Conſequence of their ſo doing, proves extremely Bur- 
thenſome to themielves; and thereupon Muiritudes mult want Work 
ud Bread. We live in an Age wherein Men are fo jealous of 
EY heir Liberties, that they will not bear the Yoke of Oppreilion, 
tough fixd on by the Hand of a Prieſt! 

bot, tor Once, ſuppoſing the Scheme plauſible in ſome other 
es, yer 1t, is certainly impracticable in the Execution. When 
WJ te is no immediate Intereſt in View, one Netghbour would not 
ee inclin'd to dittrels or diloblige Another, or to be ſo far enſlav'd 


H himſelt, 


Emb: 
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| L * 
himſelf, as this Scheme requires him to be. Pariſh Officers would detec 


as rcadily connive at Smuggling, as Church-Wardens do at Simony Todd 
amongit the Reverend the Clergy, 9 be w 
A Conſtable holds his Office only for a Year, and that, "tigh ſuch 


apprehended, would be too little Time for him to get any tolerabſe] An 
acquaintarce with ſo extraordinary a Plan as this under Conſiderati - but e 
on. Whatever Mr. Lay”ourme may be, I am fatisty'd the pr @ who 
Conſtable muſt be a Maſter of Arts, if lets Time can pig find 


him any tolerable Infight into this, I had almoſt laid, Incomp:e to pa 
henſible Scheme. ſuſpec 
Bur this is not all, the Scheme is likewiſe admirably adapteꝗ Time 


to belriend Smugghng; every Conſtable may he a Smuogler, and ſenſib 
every Smuggler will be a Conſtable if he can. The Certificate 
they may return to the Clerk of the Peace Office, and at the 
lame Time be Exporting their Wool to Trance. 
One would be almoſt tempted to imagine that the Scheme wag 
drawn up with that very View ; one couli{ ſcarce forbear thinking 
ſo, weie it not out of Reverence to the indelible Character tha®® 
wrote it. 6 
As to that Part of Mr. Laybrurne's Scheme which gives t4 PO. 
Juttices of the Peace the Power of waking -dlolute Determination 
in Cales that rclaze to Smuggling, — Are we affyr'd that ehe 
Juſtices will always be unbiats'd and unſhaken in their Artachmen@ As 
to the publick Weal? Are we aflar'd that they will never Sacrifice N. 
the good of their Country to private and perſonal Oonſiderations Mo M 
How many Laws now extant, which Gentlemen in their Legillarir® Life : 
Capacity have been zealous Advocates for, but when appiy'd to, ii Pie 
an Execur.ve Capacity, Influepce, Intereſt, or talle Pity, ba 6/%0 


* 
OY 


brib'd their icgard for the Publick, angie them to decline th ber | 
Execution of thole very Laws, as Niägittrates, which they them rl 
{e!ves, as Senators, had Enifted? And way we not expect it tt v 
be thus in be preſent Cate? It Gentlemens Neighbours or Tenane Arhoſe 
ate couvifel of Smuggling, can it be expeſted that Genrlemehare 


ſhould carry on Projections with Vig ur againſt them, when, 1 
f doing, they endanger the Lots of their own Rents, ruin thei 
Tenants. and eave their Families to be ſapported by the Par!h 
In his Calc, 'tis much to be ſuſpected, that private Aitections a 
ove: tray the more genes Principles of Action, and that rhe 
Intere t of Individuals will be preterr'{ to that of the Pubſick : 8. 
tnt. upem the whole, Mr. Lay-9:rme's Scheme, taking it in ever 
View, leaves us in as bad a Cale as it found us. 2 
The Ather Obierves in his Preface, That, in many Cates, Wi 
the im. amer fails of making good his Intormartion according a 
[ ww, and eoreatle to the critical and refined Conſtructions mall 
tit, then he is Sadled with treble Coſts; and ver wouid yo 
think it? Who more Zealous than this Gentleman to lay 
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Embargo upon Inſormations, and to Saddle Inſormers, that they 
may ride Poſt out of the Land? The Informer, if he would 


would detect the Offender, muſt be Oblig'd to give Security of 10s. per 
monyſ Tofd to make good his Information. Perhaps the Informer may not 
be worth ros. in the World, much Jets is he capable of giving 

„ tig ſuch Security as this Clauſe requires. Amen, ſaith the Smuggler. | 
erablgd And to give Sandtion to the Whole, if the unfair Trader can 
leratia but engage two Juſtices to declare any Proſecution Vexatious, and 
p» 4 who knows but Sea-Port and Corporation Juſtices may ſometimes 

gie find their Intereſt in fo doing? Then the Plantiff ſhall be adjudg'd 


to pay Colts and Damages. After all, Charity itſelf would almoſt 
J ſuſpect that Mr. Lay“ outne has in View the Fleece, at- the fame 
dapreſt Time that he Pleads for the Flock. It would give me a very 
anch ſenſible Pleaſure to find my fel: Miſtaken, 
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them heir, and himſelt her Executor, which was accorlingly done. 
t it tc ht whether Chriſt or the Executor go: moſt, I leave to thoſe, 
Tenanch apoſe proper Proteftion it is, to determine; as I muſt likewite 
„eme dave the Application to every intelligent Reader, 
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S I R, 
O U acquaint me, That tho! your judicious Frienc | 
entertains high Sentiments of the practic ableneſs, the 


- propriety and importance of my Scheme, yer he wiſhe 
the Cale of the ie had been a little more particular] 
attended to and argued. The Compaſs of my Paper will allo 
me, at preſent, go hint only at a few Particulars; which 
however. tis hop'd, will yield him that Satisſaction, of hie 
he is deſirous. | 


Vous Friend will recollet that it was propos'd in m 
Scheme, Thar the Ir:/, rather than Export their unmanutacur's 
Wool abroad, ſhould be allow'd to Manufacture their own Year! 
Growth as far as they can, provided a Duty be laid upo 
cheir Exportation thereof, that will enable us to Sell upon 
Par with them in foreign Markers. This they would be 


tar from looking upon as a Hardſhip, that, I am wel afſur'd : 


it would be very acceptable to the whole Nation, Smuggle 


only excepted. 


for exact Ones are not to be expected in Caſes of th 

* . 7 , 8 7 - 

Nature, the 51 grow Yearly. 300,000 Packs ol Wool, a 
a 1 0 

the Inhahitants of the Land are no more than two NVIIAons Oil 


People. Out of theſe it cannot be expected | g 
one third, ot 700, ooo Hands, to Manutactire their Wool. 0 
ſixth pait oft their Hands will be as many as they C4 
appropriate to that Service. Hence it follows, that 
not Manitacture Yearly above one half of their Wo"), that 


£0,000 Packs pgr Annum; the other Hall, as by my scheu; 
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Accon biss to the neareſt Calculations that have been mad S 
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un be brought Uamam-ctur'd into our own Markets. 7701 
coufand Packs out c the 150,000 Packs, which . the - Irz 
ManufaQure, will. be. ſufhcient tor their Home Conturnption, 
let a Duty be laid upon the Exportation of. te other 
108,000 Packs, toportionable to the Cheapnels of the Manu- 
factunng in Co, Pariſon with ours, which is by ſome allow'd 
to de Twenty per Cent Cheaper. This will advance to the 
Revere 406 C. per Annum ; or ſuppoſe they cannot. Manu- 
facture at ore than Fifteen per Cent under us, then the 
Duty fix's in Proportion, upon the taid 100,000 Packs, will 
be 300,00 C. per Annum. 


J 


AxD to prevent their making any further Progreſs in the 
Manufactory of Woollens, let them be encourag'd in the Linnen. 
Frienef Two Things would eminently Contribute to promote this: 
the | 
wiſſe Fit, Eſtabliſning, for a Term of Years, a Fund out of 
cular! ſome Part of the above Duty, to promote Engliſh Proteſtant 
allo Schools, Ec. 75 1 | 
which Dy | 
which Secondly, Eſtabliſhing a kind of College of Induſtry in the 
Linnen Buſinels. As to Engliſh PiWeftane Schools, ſome Eſſays 
have been already made that way "with happy Succeſs. If the 
Government ſhould further encourage them, by an allowance of 
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n m 20,000 Pounds per Annum, it would Humanize the moſt bar- 
factur WM barous Parts of Ireland; and by promoting the Intereſt of 
Year! Proteſtantiſm, would improve „ oe. Strength, and add to our 
1 uro Satety here at Homg, s Well as ſupply their own Merchants 
on with an additional Number of Hands, to carry. on and improve 
be their Lirineg.. Commerce, OY 133 
aſſar d | SC. B y a Fo 4 * N # 
weyle 8 1 „5 1 
Ir, beſides, 20, o Pounds more. per Annum were *mploy'd, 
© out of the above Duty, for ſetting. up ſuch Childrem as had 


been 2 in the aforelaid hools, and had ſerw'd a 

regular Apprenticehip to a Manufddturfer of Linnen. This 
would greatly improve the Linnen Trade; it would be (ufh- 
cient t» fer up Yearly, as long as the Legiſſachr thought 


ONS ( proper or neteffary to continue their Fund, a Hundred young 
n ſpag erlons in the Linnen Bufine!s: Provided, howev@, that it be 
Enacted, That if any Perſon, having receiv'd” che faid Bounty, 


W hould afterwards apply. himſelf to any Branch oi the Woollen 

Manufacture, then he is Oblig' d to repay the ſaid Bounty of 

20 Pounds to the Government, with Intereſt of Three pee 
Cent tor the Time he employ'd it, N 


1 
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1 have only eo add, that wha.yer you think of thee 
Senriments, I truſt you'll always apprug gf my Zeal for the 
publick Good, as well as of that SUICEL., and Reſpect with 
which 1 am, 


8 1 R, 


Tour mot Hume. Servant, 


* 


J. Cue. 


